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2011 Legislative News

Mary Lou Dickerson

36™ LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Most of the new 2011 laws we passed took effect recently, so this is a good time to
update you on legislative news.

As you probably already know, the 2011 legislative session was brutal because of the
recession-driven budget crisis. We faced an enormous $5 billion budget gap. You'll see
inside that | and many others tried to save funding for schools and human services by
closing special tax preferences for out-of-state shoppers and big banks.

Our budget crisis was made even more daunting by decisions made in the November
elections, when 1-1053 was passed along with I-1107, which the 36" district wisely
opposed. I-1107 repealed a two-cent tax on bottled water, candy and gum. Those
funds would have paid for education and public health care. I-1053 not only required
a two-thirds majority to pass tax increases, but also to close any loopholes, even in
times of economic crisis. This enables a minority of the Legislature to block the will of
the majority.

The passage of both measures meant the Legislature had to cut $4.5 billion in ser-
vices - on top of $5 hillion of reductions in the previous two-year budget. These cuts will
impose serious hardships on teachers, college students, seniors, people with disabilities
and low-income working adults who depend on help from the state for health care.

| have to ask: are these all-cuts budgets morally responsible? | don't think so. I believe
smart revenue choices could have preserved our core services, but the hands of the
Legislature were tied by the measures described above.

As Chair of the Health and Human Services Appropriations committee, much of my
work this session was devoted to state budget issues. But | also sponsored several mea-
sures that I'd like to share with you. I'm proud to say we won some important policy
SUCCesses.

Please take a look inside, and remember that | serve you all year long. You may also
want to consider subscribing to my e-memo. It's a great way to stay up to date on the
legislative issues that affect the 36™ district.

Sincerely,

Mary Lou
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GETTING SERIOUS ABOUT THE COMMERCIAL
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN
An estimated 300 to 500 children were victimized by commercial sexual exploitation in the Seattle

area in 2008, including victims as young as age 13 and 14. Seattle Police now say that Internet traffick-
ing has pushed the number to more like 500 to 800 kids today.

| sponsored a new law to protect these children and put their pimps behind bars. It allows law en-
forcement agencies to: (a) use children in investigating these crimes when they are the alleged victims
and their involvement is necessary to secure evidence against the pimp, and (b) to record conversations
with one-party consent if there is probable cause to believe the suspect is engaged in the commercial sexual exploitation of
children. This is already done for drug crimes. Even so, we built in several safeguards to protect civil liberties. With strong sup-
port from law enforcement agencies, my proposal (House Bill 1874) was signed into law on May 3.

REPLACING CANNABIS PROHIBITION WITH RATIONAL REGULATION

More than $25 million is spent in Washington each year to arrest, prosecute and incarcerate cannabis users. For what?
Like alcohol prohibition in the 1920s, cannabis prohibition has fueled criminals and murderous gangs,
while ruining thousands of people’s lives. Yet there is no evidence that this war on cannabis has re-
duced consumption by youth or adults.

The Seattle Times, Seattle City

Attorney Pete Holmes, former U.S.

Attorney John McKay and many others

made international news by endors-

ing my proposal to replace prohibi-

tion with rational regulation. House

Bill 1550 would legalize the use of cannabis for adults 21

and over, requlating distribution through state liquor stores.

These businesses have a 96-percent success rate in prevent-

ing alcohol sales to minors. That's one reason why it's easier
for kids to get cannabis than alcohol!

Political activist Jodie Emery, former State Sen. George Rohrbacher
(R-17), and Seattle City Attorney Pete Holmes joined Mary Lou to
support her bill on rational regulation of cannabis.

My bill would also strengthen public safety. As City
Attorney Pete Holmes put it: “This proposal will free up mil-
lions of dollars to prosecute violent criminals, who impact so-
ciety in a much more significant way than cannabis users.” It is important to add, in this time of difficult budget cuts, that my
bill would generate more than $200 million in state funding each year for public health care and substance abuse treatment.
Though my proposal did not pass, it started a much-needed conversation about cannabis regulation. It's time for Seattle and
Washington to once again lead the nation on rational cannabis policies.

HELPING VICTIMS OF TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

There is a huge unmet need for screening combat veterans and other victims of traumatic brain injury
(TBI). | proudly sponsored House Bill 1614, which will provide more help for people who have suffered such
an injury. The Washington TBI Strategic Partnership Advisory Council is now working with DSHS to develop
and monitor a comprehensive state plan to address the needs of TBI patients.
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JUVENILE AUTO DECLINE

When [ first led efforts to move Washington towards
evidence-based juvenile justice policies that focused on
prevention and treatment, the right-wing noise machine
screamed “hug a thug!” Well, the newest juvenile justice
numbers are in and they show:

® Juvenile arrests have plunged 41 percent since 1998.

e Juvenile arrests for violent crimes have fallen 36 per-
cent in the same period.

e The average population in Juvenile Rehabilitation
Residential programs is down over 40 percent.

e ’F {1 Clearly, the facts show that
i | 3} prevention works! But there is

it still more to do. We still auto-
matically send youth to the adult
corrections system based on the
severity of the accusation, rather
than on a case-by-case assess-
ment of the youth accused of the
crime. Many studies show that
putting youth in adult courts and
prisons actually increases crime
I down the road. My proposal
4% (House Bill 1289) would require a

w
aw

hearing before juveniles convicted of certain crimes are
transferred to the adult system. It would also provide
a reverse waiver for certain offenders who've already
been declined to the adult system.

SOCIAL
EMOTIONAL
LEARNING

Educators and child-welfare
experts agree that social and
emotional learning (SEL) is as
important as academic learning
in preparing young children for
success in school and life. House
Bill 1004 would have required

Washington schools to incorporate SEL into current
teaching plans. It would have also created a public-
private partnership to promote this type of learning.
My bill did not pass this year, but our advocacy is hav-
ing a definite impact! I'm very pleased that the new
“WAKIDS" law (Senate Bill 5247) specifically recog-
nizes the importance of SEL, while also expanding as-
sessments of preschoolers entering kindergarten. To
the extent that funding is available, every state-sup-
ported all-day kindergarten program must start using
the assessment in next year.

Mary Lou with House Page Lukas Guericke. Please contact my of-
fice to learn more about our outstanding legislative page program.
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TOXIC TOYS. NEXT STEPS.

With strong support from the 36" District, I've worked with the Washington Toxics Coalition and
others to make our state a national leader on getting toxic chemicals out of toys. All of America’s
children will now be safer because Congress followed our lead on removing phthalates from toys. My

newest bill, House Bill 1319, would not ban anything. It would simply require manufacturers to inves-
tigate whether they can replace higher-risk materials with safer ones. It also calls for the Department
of Ecology to advise the Legislature about toxics in toys. My bill didn't pass this year - but we're not
done fighting just yet!

WHAT 1-1053 REVENUE TO RESCUE
MEANS FOR SCHOOLS MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
The night before the Legislature - Allowing people to fall
adjourned, | urged the House of into the abyss of untreated
Representatives to pass a bill that 2 X mental illness is cruel, waste-
= | co-sponsored to end an unusual a0 ful and can be extremely
mortgage-related tax preference i dangerous. But this is the
| for out-of-state banks. Substitute e, : inevitable result of state bud-
House Bill 2078 would have | get cuts that are shredding
spared public schools from “~ # M our mental-health safety net.
- & an additional $100 million in =2 | proposed a public refer-
budget cuts. No other state offers this exemption, and endum that would have allowed voters to decide
bank lobbyists admitted that our proposal would not affect whether we should end a sales-tax exemption for
mortgage rates. In fact, our revenue proposal would only out-of-state shoppers. New Mexico is the only oth-
affect the largest out-of-state banks. er state to offer this lucrative loophole. Closing it
The House voted 52-42 in favor of our effort to help would raise over $80 million, enabling us to
schools, but the bill died because 1-1053 requires a two-thirds restore nearly all of the state mental-health
vote to close, or even shrink, any tax loophole. To put this funding lost since 2009.
requirement in perspective, 1-1053 allows a mere 17 senators Unfortunately, too many lawmakers were scared
to block the will of the other 130 elected state lawmakers. off by loud anti-revenue rhetoric, and House Bill
This threshold is even more unrealistic when you consider 2087 died. Thank you to NAMI and SEIU 1199NW

that a number of Republican lawmakers signed one-size-fits- for your support. We'll keep trying!
all pledges to oppose any revenue increases.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

d Sign up for my E-Memos!

Please sign up for my Legislative E-memos by sending me your name and email address. | promise to respect the privacy of
your email address.

Save a stamp! Sign up by sending me an email request at MaryLou.Dickerson@leg.wa.gov or visiting my web page at
www.housedemocrats.wa.gov/roster/rep-mary-lou-dickerson

Name

E-Mail Address
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