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does it solve? Are there unintended consequences? Is there a better solution
and a less expensive way to address this problem?

The most important part of my job as your Representative is to make sure your
voices are heard in Olympia and your needs are addressed. The other part is to
make sure I am accountable to you and that you have a chance to understand
what I am doing in your name. Now that I am back in the district I will meet
with, listen to, and work with local business owners to jump-start the economy
and create jobs. I'll also talk with parents and teachers about the crucial con-
nection between education and economic development, and with social service
providers about the growing holes in our safety net.

As mentioned earlier, these are tough times and the economic recovery is much
slower that any of us want. But there are lots of reasons to be optimistic about
our future and to believe in our great state. National economists have predicted
that Washington will help lead the nation in recovery. The Employment Secu-
rity Department reports that since April 2010, Washington has gained 41,500
jobs. And our state has gotten recent high marks on several fronts:

Forbes Magazine ranked Washington as the Sth best state for business
in 2010.

We’re number 2 on the 2010 State New Economy Index.

The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council’s 2010 Business Tax
Index has Washington as the 5th state with the lowest taxes.

In April 2011, money-rates.com ranked Washington as the 2nd best state

for making a living.

The Pew Center says Washington is one of 13 states leading the way in
advancing cost-effective transportation policies.

And we’re number 6 in the 2011 U.S. Clean Energy Leadership Index.

So we know we’re moving in the right direction even though the road to recov-
ery is long. But we’ll get there. I know this because I saw first-hand that true
bi-partisanship is alive and well under the Capitol dome. Our state leaders,
from both parties, are truly committed to making Washington even better. We
have different ideas about how to do that, but we are all trying to do the right
things.

I took my seat on the House floor knowing that this job is about facing tough
challenges and making hard decisions, especially during these unprecedented
economic times. But this job is also about helping people like you— my neigh-
bors — so your concerns are my concerns. Please do not hesitate to contact me
at any time as we move forward to meet the needs of our state.

Sincerely

_,%a/» :
Rep. Sharon Wrylie
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Rep. SHARON WYLIE DISCUSSES LEGISLATION
WITH REp. MARcIE MAXWELL ON THE HOUSE FLOOR.
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