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Dear Neighbors,

It has been a long and trying few months working on the budget, but we have finally 
concluded our work and successfully minimized the damage to social safety net 
programs and education.  We have started every session with significant negative 
revenue projections over the past few years, and this one was no different.  However, 
we’ve worked hard to write a budget that saved many of the programs people in our 
district rely on.  Here are some of the highlights of the final budget, the legislative 
session, and some of the projects I’ve been working on.

Budget Highlights
The final budget reflects the values of our district and is consistent with the feedback 
our office heard from constituents as we received thousands of e-mails and phone 
calls this session:

• It protects important safety net services like the Basic Health Plan, Disability 
Lifeline, and family planning grants.  

• It includes the Jobs Now package, which will get around 20,000 currently unem-
ployed people back to work. 

• It stopped many of the deep cuts we’ve had to do in previous years by not making 
any additional cuts to K-12 and higher education.  

While we did a good job at “stopping the bleeding,” we are still a long way from 
investing in services that will lead us back to having a vibrant and healthy community.  
A good example of this is our K-12 basic education funding.  The Washington State 
Supreme Court found that the state has not complied with its constitutional duty to 
make ample provision for the education of students.  Unfortunately, the budget we 
passed doesn’t help us get any closer to being able to fully fund education for our kids.  

There are still people who insist that the operating budget hasn’t actually been cut 
at all over these past four years.  The most challenging situation our state has been 
facing is that the budget has 
actually been shrinking. If you 
look at state spending along with 
inflation and population growth 
in the past two decades, you 
find that the general fund has 
declined by 24 percent since 
2002, and by 16 percent since 
1991. In a nutshell, state spend-
ing hasn’t been as low as it is 
today in at least 20 years.



Some good news
I’d like to take some time to reflect on some of the good things 
I’ve been able to accomplish in my service as your state repre-
sentative.  I’ve listened to the folks in our district about what is 
important to you and I’ve tried to make sure that we invest in 
those items.

Supporting college students
Throughout my eight-year term on the Higher Education com-
mittee I have worked to keep our universities as accessible as 
possible.  I have been fighting against the deregulation and 
privatization of our higher education system, tax breaks for 

corpora-
tions that 
donate to 
privately 
con-
trolled 
scholar-
ship 
funds, 
against 
unlimited 
tuition 
and fee 

setting authority solely by the Board of Regents and much 
more.  My goals is to keep our higher education system as 
public and as transparent as possible.  I also passed HB 1650, 
which allows students to receive the State Need Grant even 
when they are enrolled on a less than half-time basis, and HB 
1986, a bill establishing a pilot project at Western Washington 
University to mentor elementary students and encourage their 
pursuit of higher education.   

Washington Investment Trust
Over the last four years we have 
learned more about some of the big 
banks’ fraudulent and risky meth-
ods of doing what they call busi-
ness. That’s why I have worked 
on a proposal to keep our tax 
dollars out of the big banks and in 
our state working for Washington 
citizens.  This idea, the Washing-
ton Investment Trust (WIT), would 
allow us to reinvest your tax dollars 

to build Washington, rather than export them to make profits 
for Wall Street Banks.  By controlling the investment of our tax 
revenues in a publicly owned bank we could:

• Facilitate investment in, and financing of, public infra-
structure systems that support economic development, 
create jobs, protect public health, safety and quality of life, 
improve environmental conditions, and promote community 
vitality. 

• Assist students who are in need of additional low-cost 
loans to finance the rising cost of higher education. 

• Leverage Washington’s taxpayers’ dollars to build a better 
Washington. 

The WIT bill didn’t make it out of committee this session, but I 
am committed to continue pushing this common sense piece of 
reform that has the opportunity to create significant benefits 
for our residents.  It can grow like our children’s “piggy bank” 
so they’ll have resources to continue building our state into the 
future.  This is a long-term revenue reform piece that I’ve been 
developing and working on as Vice Chair of the House Ways 
and Means committee in charge of Finance.
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Revenue Reform
We need a fairer revenue system for working families, small businesses and the elderly. Everyone wants a quality education for 
their kids, affordable healthcare, living wage jobs, a strong transportation system and a healthy environment.  Over the past four 
years we have cut $10 billion from the public services that help us achieve these goals.  

We have pushed the tax burden away from those who can most afford to pay for it, large corporations and the wealthy, and 
instead onto those who can least afford to pay for it, lower and middle income families.  We have made it so difficult for people 
to get ahead that we are becoming a “pay-to-play” society.  Let’s move the conversation away from “cuts” and more towards “eq-
uity.” Let’s make the revenue system more equitable so that the wealthiest are paying their fair share to support things like basic 
education, healthcare, good jobs, clean water, care for the elderly and so much more.  



Capital projects
The Capital Budget, also known as the construction budget, 
is where funding is allotted for projects that help create jobs, 
build needed infrastructure and provide services to everyone in 
the community. Over the years I have helped secure funding for 
numerous capital projects in and around the 11th district.  Here 
are a few highlighted projects:

• Southpark Bridge 

• City of Tukwila Urban Center – Transit Center

• The Painters Apprenticeship Training Center & the Puget 
Sound Industrial Excellence Center at the Georgetown Cam-
pus of the South Seattle Community College

• Aviation High School (to be completed in 2013, adjacent to 
the Museum of Flight)

• Space shuttle building at the Museum of Flight

• Green River Valley Flood Control

• Asian Counseling & Referral Services

• El Centro de la Raza

• Filipino Community Center
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Support for Small Businesses
I’ve hosted several small business “roundtables” where I ask 
small business owners to help inform me and other legislators 
about some of the barriers they are facing.  Based on these 
conversations, I’ve worked on measures to help address some 
of these problems:  

Access to capital – Many small business owners have diffi-
culties getting access to capital.  In 2009 I sponsored HB 1166 
to allow Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) 
to participate in the Linked Deposit Program, which will give 

certified veteran, minority and 
women owned businesses 
greater access to capital.  The 
Washington Investment 
Trust would also make big 
strides toward opening up 
access to capital for small 
businesses.

Access to contract oppor-
tunities – One of my priorities 
is to make it easier for small 
businesses to access contract 
opportunities with the state.  
In 2011 I was successful in 

passing HB 1770, which requires all state purchasing agen-
cies, including institutions of higher education, to establish and 
implement a plan to increase the number of small businesses 
annually receiving state contracts for goods and services.

Affordable health care for employees – Out of control 
healthcare costs are a big concern to small business owners; 
they unanimously expressed a need for a universal health care 
system.  I listened and introduced HB 2832, the “VA for all” 
bill, which would provide universal coverage and control costs 
by also providing for healthcare delivery, like that provided for 
all veterans.

But sponsoring bills is not the only way to get things done 
around here.  One of the most underrated jobs of good legisla-
tors is to look at the bigger picture and support others’ good 
legislation or stop bad legislation from moving along.  This 
big picture work is one of the things I enjoy the most and it’s 
where I have also been effective, particularly in my position on 
the Rules committee.
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Upcoming Issues
You will see SJR 8223 on your ballot this November.  This is a 
proposal to amend the Constitution to allow the University of 
WA and WA State University to gamble students’ tuition fees 
and other public funds in the stock market.  I voted NO on this 
bill because I think it’s a really bad idea. 

This constitutional amendment does not support higher educa-
tion.  It detracts universities from their mission and gambles 
with students’ tuition and fees rather than investing that 
money on education.  This amendment is tied to a new law 
(SSB 6468) that allows UW and WSU to declare public money 
“not needed for immediate expenditure” and gamble that 
money in the stock market, with no limit on what they can de-
clare “not needed.”  While dealing with funding cuts, the UW 
and WSU held $1.5 billion in cash during the financial crisis.  
They fired workers, cut services, and increased tuition, making 
things worse.  They prioritized holding cash over instructional 

programs and students.  In 2009 UW’s endowment lost half a 
billion dollars in stocks.  Wall Street uses our money as a tool 
for its own enrichment and only returns some small portion to 
investors IF the market rises.  Public education assumes all the 
risk.  Rather than using that money to allow for Wall Street 
gambling (“in-
vestment”), UW 
& WSU should 
be putting those 
funds to help 
offset the rising 
tuition and fees 
for students.  
That’s why I 
voted NO on 
SJR 8223.


