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2018 Legislative Session: Budget Highlights

Lowering your property taxes
 • The statewide property tax cut gives 

households relief (in 2019) from the Property 
Tax Increase of 2017, which was passed in 
order to fully fund the State Supreme Court’s 
McCleary order on education funding.

Equal pay for equal work
 • The Equal Pay Act helps close the wage gap 

between men and women. It eliminates 
pay secrecy, prohibits retaliation for asking 
for equal pay and protects employees 
from receiving lesser career advancement 
opportunities on the basis of gender.

Breakfast After the Bell
 • Breakfast After the Bell expands programs 

providing low-income students with meals in 
the morning. I sponsored this bill because 
I saw it work in the Tukwila School District. 
Breakfast After the Bell is highly successful in 
improving academic achievement – because 
hungry kids aren’t focused on learning.
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Access to Democracy
The Access to Democracy package is an ambitious set of bills 
that will increase participation in our elections while also making 
elections more secure. Governor Jay Inslee accepted my invitation 
to sign these bills into law at Foster High School in Tukwila.
•  Automatic Voter Registration: Boosting registration and 
modernizing our voting system by automatically registering 
eligible citizens (HB 2595).

•  Washington Voting Rights Act: Ensuring all communities have 
fair representation in local government (HB 1800, SB 6002).

•  Same-Day Registration: Following fifteen states in lowering 
barriers to registration (SB 6021).

•  DISCLOSE Act: Shining light on hidden money in elections 
(SB 5991).

•  Pre-Registration: Allowing 16- and 17-year-olds to pre-
register to vote (HB 1513).

•  Election integrity: Introducing rigorous and cutting-edge 
election auditing (HB 2406).
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As the Chair of the House State Government, Elections, and Information 
Technology Committee, I work to make our elections more accessible 
and secure. As a member of the National Conference of State 
Legislators Cybersecurity Taskforce I lead the legislature on issues of 
information technology and cybersecurity. Please visit my website at 
http://housedemocrats.wa.gov/legislators/zack-hudgins for more 
information.
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Signing the Access to Democracy package with Governor Jay Inslee and 
community members at Tukwila.
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