2026 Session Report to the 10th Legislative District

Dear friends and neighbors,

This session, we faced many of the same challenges Washingtonians continue to
feel every day—rising costs, housing needs, and uncertainty coming from decisions
at the federal level that impact families across our state. In a difficult budget

year, my focus was on protecting the services people rely on and reducing harm

wherever possible.

We passed a supplemental operating budget that preserves critical supports in
areas like food, shelter, and health, while making targeted investments to help

ease the cost of living for working families.

We also made progress on priorities that matter here at home, including continued
investments in our ferry system—a top priority for our region—helping improve

reliability and plan for the future.

While the national climate is very polarized, Democrats and Republicans in
Washington state continue to find many opportunities to work together. For
example, this session | was proud to sponsor HB 2325, which establishes a
sustainable industry-supported approach to promoting tourism. It allows local

businesses to come together and invest in
attracting visitors, events, and economic
activity. With everything our state has
to offer, this bipartisan measure is a
big step forward for Washington

to claim a spot as a destination on
the global stage.

Thank you for staying engaged

and sharing your thoughts with

me. Your input helps guide my

work, and please continue reaching
out about the issues that matter most
to you and your family.

As always, it's an honor to serve as your state
representative.

Sincerely,

May 2026

Rep. Dave Paul

Mailing Address

424 John L. O'Brien Building
PO Box 40600

Olympia, WA 98504-0600

Website
housedemocrats.wa.gov/Paul

Email
Dave.Paul@leg.wa.gov

Phone
(360) 786-7914

SKAGIT )

\LaConner 2
J%

P Toll-free Hotline

1-800-562-6000
1-800-833-6388 (TTY)

Committees
» Postsecondary Education
& Workforce (Chair)
« Technology, Economic
Development & Veterans
- Transportation :
« Ferry Caucus (Co-Chair)
« Higher Education
Caucus (Co-Chair) £

Our $16.5 billion
bipartisan transportation
budget (SB 6005)
prioritizes much-needed

; preservation and
maintenance across our system and builds on the progress we
have made to increase safety and reliability in our highways and
on the water.

Ferries are a lifeline for our communities—connecting
people to work, school, healthcare, and daily life. This budget
allocates $29 million in accelerated funding to keep new
ferry construction on track, helping get vessels into service
faster. We also invested $31 million to electrify three ferry
terminals, supporting cleaner operations and preparing for a
new generation of hybrid-electric ferries.

In addition, we made investments to improve day-to-day
reliability with funding for a dedicated emergency repair team
so vessel issues can be fixed more quickly, as well as additional
support for maintenance, parts, and long-term planning. These
improvements will reduce cancellations and keep ferries running
on schedule.

While there is more work ahead, these investments represent
meaningful progress toward a more reliable, resilient ferry system.

AFFORDABILITY FOR WASHINGTON FAMILIES

Rising costs continue impacting families across our state. While

| focused much of my efforts this session on improving college
affordability by protecting the Washington College Grant and
Summer Running Start, the legislature also took other practical
steps to help people save money:

- Creating a statewide program to help low-income households
manage rising utility costs. HB 1903 expands access to energy
assistance and makes support more predictable so families don't
have to choose between keeping the lights on and paying for
other necessities.

- Protecting access to groceries and medications by passing
HB 2294, which removes outdated restrictions that prevent
grocery stores and pharmacies from reopening in vacant
buildings. This helps reduce food deserts, increases competition,
and ensures families have better access to affordable essentials in
their communities.

- Helping families stay healthy by ensuring that preventive
services like cancer screenings and vaccines remain available
without new out-of-pocket costs (HB 2242).

- Modernizing our property tax structure so more seniors,
veterans, and people with disabilities can stay in their homes with
dignity, stability, and financial security (SB 6162).



https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2325&Year=2025&Initiative=false
http://housedemocrats.wa.gov/Paul
mailto:Dave.Paul%40leg.wa.gov?subject=
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6005&Chamber=Senate&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1903&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2294&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2242&Year=2025&Initiative=False
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6162&Chamber=Senate&Year=2025

MORE HOMES,

EDUCATION & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

LESS RED TAPE

This session, the legislature
continued its efforts to
increase our housing supply.
We looked at ways to help us
build more housing faster,
including:

« Allowing counties to permit
limited middle housing
on septic systems in
unincorporated areas (HB 2269)

As Chair of the House Postsecondary
Education & Workforce Committee, I'm
focused on expanding access to education
and strengthening the workforce so more
Washingtonians can find stable, good-
paying jobs. It’s critical that we have great
college, apprenticeship, and workforce training
programs that create real opportunities for
students, workers, and families.

In a challenging budget year, | led efforts

to protect key investments in education
and workforce programs. That includes a

- Authorizing land banks to acquire and manage $198 million increase for the Washington College Grant, helping more
property for affordable housing, addressing one of students afford college and career training.
the biggest barriers to building homes—the high | also negotiated a compromise to protect Running Start. This valuable
cost of land (HB 1974) program allows students to earn college credit while in high school, reduces
« Establishing limits while allowing detached student debt, and improves college affordability. My 2023 legislation
accessory dwelling units in unincorporated areas enabled students to take Running Start classes in the summer for the first
(HB 1345) time. The Governor’s initial budget eliminated this funding, threatening

The legislature also worked to protect renters from
extreme heat by prohibiting landlords from banning
portable cooling devices (SB 6200).

the progress we've made for Washington families. The final version of the
budget includes a much smaller reduction for 2 years, with a full restoration
after that. Protecting Summer Running Start in this challenging budget
year was a major affordability win for students and families.
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INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS, REAL RESULTS

The 2026 supplemental capital budget (SB 6003) invests $889 million in construction and
infrastructure projects across Washington. These investments create jobs, strengthen local
economies, and build schools, housing, and community projects that people rely on every day:

- $200 million for affordable housing and homelessness response

+ $109 million in new funding for schools, including $71 million for building modernization and
improvement for small school districts and tribal compact schools

- $41 million for recovery and prevention in response to the December 2025 floods

- $25 million for Washington Builds, a new revolving loan program that families, local
governments, and businesses can use for clean-energy upgrades to their homes or buildings

LOCALLY, WE SECURED FUNDING FOR:

- $267,000 for Habitat for Humanity of Island County for the Grace Landing Project in Langley

+$342,000 for the Veterans Health Initiative, supporting infrastructure for expanded health
services for veterans in our area

- $294,000 for a Regional Public Safety Campus in Skagit County
- $515,000 for water infrastructure improvements in La Conner
- $621,000 for updates and improvements at the Oak Harbor Marina

In addition, this budget supports environmental restoration and community facilities across the
region. | led efforts to ensure the Double Bluff Community Forest project was placed back
on the Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) list as the first alternate, positioning the
project for future funding.
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