
INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITY: CAPITAL BUDGET PROJECTS
This year’s capital budget includes important investments across 
the 45th District to improve infrastructure, expand opportunity, 
and support community spaces:

• �Kirkland Performance Center Capital Project — $152,000

• �Kamiakin Middle School Accessibility Improvements — $515,000

• �Redmond Asbestos Cement Pipe Replacement — $1,000,000

• �Redmond Building 500 Renovation (HVAC & Roof) — $776,000

• �WANiC Health Careers/Nursing Lab — $578,000

• �Butler Creek–Pillar Point Park Culvert — $578,000

• �Kirkland Green Loop Trail Connection - $515,000

These projects reflect our commitment to safe 
infrastructure, strong schools, and accessible 
community resources.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Every biennium brings its own set of challenges. For the past two years, not only have we 
faced a significant budget challenge at the state level, but we’ve also had to address increasing 
challenges coming from the federal government. Our revenue growth has slowed, costs for 
services are rising, and federal decisions, including new tariffs and the impacts of the federal 
H.R. 1 bill, are shifting additional financial burdens onto states.

All along, our primary goals have been to protect food, shelter, and access to health care and 
education for Washingtonians – especially as federal support becomes less reliable. Where 
possible, we are stepping in to backfill gaps and prevent harm to working families and vulnerable 
residents, while upholding our values of justice, safety, and sustainability.

To address these challenges, we did have to make some difficult reductions. But the budgets we 
enacted maintained core services, and made strategic, critical investments. For K-12 education, 
over the next four years, $750 million will go toward special education services, $213 million 
to materials, supplies and operating costs, as well as $200 million for local effort assistance 
funding to support students in low-income school districts. The budget also sustains funding for 
services Washingtonians rely on such as: Apple Health, early learning programs, food assistance, 
housing and homelessness programs, and the Washington College Grant. These include:

• �$93 million for emergency food assistance organizations

• �$117 million for local housing programs

• �$20 million to expand resources for crime victims

• �$25 million to improve support for refugee and immigrant communities

This session, our supplemental budgets added:

• �$200 million in housing and homelessness funding, including $123 million for the Housing 
Trust Fund

• �$109 million in new funding for schools, with $71 million of that for building modernization and 
improvement for small school districts and tribal compact school and $13.9 million for seismic 
safety upgrades

• �over $370 million in new funding for SNAP and Medicaid, complying with administrative 
requirements and backfilling cuts as much as possible

• �$72 million for habitat restoration and conservation

• �$11 million for salmon recovery

• �$284 million for clean energy and decarbonization

Despite these challenges, the progress we have made is exciting and we look forward to 
continuing this momentum in the future.

Thank you for your continued engagement through your emails, phone calls, and participation 
in our town halls over the last two years. While we’re taking this moment to reflect, we have 
so much more work to do. Please stay in touch, and contact our offices if you have questions, 
complaints, or suggestions.

It’s an honor and a privilege to serve as your representatives — thank you!

Yours sincerely,

Larry & Roger

STATE REPRESENTATIVES

Larry Springer
Roger Goodman
PO Box 40600
Olympia WA 98504
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RESPONDING TO FEDERAL ACTIONS
Many people in our community shared their shock and fear after 
watching how ICE agents behaved in Minnesota and elsewhere, 
with masked men kidnapping kids and families—or shooting 
protestors. We will not allow Washington state to see the same 
violence and distrust that ruins lives.

In Olympia, we passed a number of laws to hold ICE and 
other federal agents accountable and ensure that trans-
parency is maintained. Those laws include:

• �Prohibit law enforcement from using face coverings while 
interacting with the public (Senate Bill 5855)

• �Regulate license plate reader data to prevent misuse 
(Senate Bill 6002)

• �Ensure only trained professionals conduct immigration enforcement activities 
(Senate Bill 5974)

• �Make impersonating a law enforcement officer a crime (House Bill 2165)

• �Require transparency for workplace immigration audits (House Bill 2105)

Our goal is simple: no one should feel unsafe or uncertain about who is 
enforcing the law in their community.
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As chair of the Community Safety Committee, I helped 
shepherd important policy this biennium that supports 
victims of crime and helps keep our community safe 
including bills that strengthened our hate crime laws 
(House Bill 1052) and animal cruelty laws (HB 1149); 
protected our youth by banning the retail sale of 
nitrous oxide (House Bill 2532) and strengthening law 
enforcement’s ability to go after child sexual predators 
(Senate Bill 5105), and bolstered community trust in 
law enforcement by banning all law enforcement from 
wearing masks (Senate Bill 5855), prohibiting civilians 
from impersonating law enforcement (House Bill 2165), 
and establishing standards and requirements for law 
enforcement leaders (Senate Bill 5974).

I was also the prime sponsor of several bills that supported our kids, protected our environment, and 
furthered criminal justice reforms.

SUPPORTING CHILDREN EXPOSED TO VIOLENCE (HOUSE BILL 1028)
This bill helps children who have been exposed to violence by expand-
ing the role of Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs) to provide trauma-
informed care and support services. It strengthens the quality of forensic 
interviews through structured peer reviews of recorded cases, ensuring 
interviewers maintain best practices and children receive the highest 
standard of care on their path to healing.

EXPANDING ENFORCEMENT OPTIONS FOR CERTAIN FISH 
AND WILDLIFE VIOLATIONS (HOUSE BILL 1325)
Many Fish and Wildlife violations—like illegal fishing or poach-
ing—go unenforced because the violations require criminal 
charges to be filed for even some minor incidents, and prosecu-
tors often prioritize more serious crimes. This bill shifts many of 
these violations from criminal to civil infractions, making it easier 
for the Department of Fish and Wildlife to hold violators account-
able for breaking state law. It ensures more fair and consistent 
enforcement of conservation laws and administration of justice.

CLEMENCY AND PARDONS BOARD (HOUSE BILL 1131)
The Clemency and Pardons Board reviews applications and 
makes consequential recommendations to the Governor on 
granting executive commutations, pardons, and restorations 
of rights for individuals previously convicted of a legal offense. 
House Bill 1131 expands the Clemency and Pardons Board from 
five members to ten to help address the backlog of petitions 
waiting for review, allowing the board to review an estimated four 
times as many petitions on an annual basis. This bill also makes 

board participation more accessible to those who otherwise wouldn’t be able to join by providing mod-
est compensation and expands the experiences and perspectives with which petitions are reviewed.

As wildfire seasons grow longer, hotter, and more 
unpredictable, it’s clear that prevention and prepared-
ness must be at the center of how we respond. Wait-
ing until disaster strikes is no longer enough: we need 
sustained, proactive investments that reduce risk and 
protect communities before fires begin.

That’s why I’ve continued to prioritize wildfire mitigation 
and forest health in my work this session.

Building on House Bill 1168, the Legislature fully 
funded Washington’s long-term wildfire resilience 
strategy, ensuring continued progress on early detec-
tion, rapid response, and forest health improvements. 
These investments are critical to reducing the size and 
severity of wildfires and protecting lives, homes, and 
natural resources.

This year, we also advanced an interim strategy to identify com-
munities most at risk from wildfire and help them take action 
before disaster strikes. This includes improving local prepared-
ness, strengthening infrastructure, and supporting community-led 
mitigation efforts.

I also co-sponsored House Bill 2089 to create a more reliable, 
ongoing funding source for wildfire preparedness and forest res-
toration. This approach will help ensure that our state is not just 
reacting to fires, but actively working to prevent them.

In addition, we are beginning important conversations about the growing challenge of wildfire insurance 
availability and affordability. Across Washington, homeowners 
and businesses are facing increasing difficulty securing cover-
age. This is an issue that will require thoughtful, long-term solu-
tions, and I am committed to continuing this work in the interim 
and into future sessions.

We also made progress on policies to improve wildfire response 
capacity. House Bill 2104 helps ensure local fire districts can 
quickly access and deploy resources, a change that has already 
proven effective in stopping fires before they escalate.

Beyond wildfire policy, I continue to focus on long-term resource 
management. This session, I sponsored House Bill 2544 to 
improve the process for resolving water rights claims in collabo-
ration with Tribal governments. While the bill did not advance this 
year, it reflects ongoing work to ensure sustainable and reliable 
water systems — a critical component of both wildfire resilience 
and future growth.

Addressing wildfire risk requires coordination, sustained invest-
ment, and a commitment to long-term solutions. I remain focused 
on practical policies that protect our communities, strengthen our 
environment, and prepare Washington for the challenges ahead.

THE 2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION: PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

The 2026 legislative session began under significant pressure from federal decisions that are driving up 
costs for Washington families and creating uncertainty for our state budget. Tariffs, cuts to Medicaid and 
food assistance under H.R. 1, and rising global instability have all contributed to higher prices for essen-
tials like groceries, housing, and health care.

In response, our focus remained clear: protect core services, reduce harm, and find ways to make life 
more affordable for Washingtonians.

We worked to preserve funding for food assistance, housing, health care, and education, while making 
targeted investments that support working families and small businesses.

AFFORDABILITY
The cost of living keeps going up – gas, groceries, 
housing, healthcare, and childcare. Federal tariffs are 
costing families and small businesses in Washington an 
estimated $2 billion. The war in the Middle East is push-
ing up the price of oil, along with the cost of every good 
transported to market. There’s also a spike in health 
insurance after Congress passed H.R. 1, with 300,000 
Washington residents already seeing a spike in costs. 
We couldn’t undo those federal actions. Here’s some of 
what the legislature passed to boost affordability.

Key legislation includes:

• �Speeding up wage recovery efforts for workers (House Bill 2479)

• �Establishing the pre-K Promise Account to expand access to early learning (Senate Bill 5872)

• �Expanding supportive housing, transitional housing, and emergency shelter options (House Bill 2266)

• �Preserving access to preventative health services with no out-of-pocket costs (House Bill 2242)

• �Providing relief from rising energy costs (House Bill 1903)

• �Banning non-compete agreements to support worker mobility and higher wages (House Bill 1155)

We also passed a more balanced approach to our tax code to reduce pressure on working families while 
maintaining essential services.


