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Dear neighbors,
I am thankful to be back home after the short, 60-day session. We faced significant challenges due to reductions 
in federal funding which forced us to make some tough decisions this year. As one of the Vice Chairs of the House 
Appropriations Committee, I have the opportunity to be in the room where these conversations happen. While 
cuts had to be made, I’m proud to report we prioritized investments that support the people in our community and 
across the state who need it most. We also prioritized funding to ensure continuity of government services as we 
continue to grapple with the big changes made by H.R. 1, passed by Congress last fall. Here are some highlights 
from the supplemental operating budget:

	• $93M for emergency food assistance.
	• $117M to support immigrants & refugees experiencing food insecurity.
	• $30M for low-income energy assistance.
	• $240M for special education services.
	• $507M for Working Connections Child Care.
	• $118M for local housing and shelter programs.
	• $120M for wildfire response, forest restoration, and community resilience. 
	• $25M for immigrant, refugee & new arrival support.
	• $189M for immigrants & refugees to maintain developmental disability and long-term care services following 

cuts made by H.R. 1.
We also made history by passing the Millionaires Tax (SB 6346) to rebalance our regressive tax code. This new law 
will make our state more affordable by:

	• Expanding the Working Families Tax Credit to an additional 460,000 households, putting money back in more 
families’ pockets.

	• Eliminating sales tax on personal care products, diapers, and many over-the-counter drugs, which, when 
combined with the sales tax exemption on food, means most of your grocery cart will be tax-free.

	• Doubling the Small Business Tax Credit, eliminating B&O taxes for nearly 60% of Washington businesses, and 
more than 66,000 additional businesses seeing tax reductions.

	• Ensuring no public-school student has to pay for breakfast or lunch, starting in 2029.
The forthcoming revenue from this measure will be used to support essential state services such as: K-12 education, 
early learning and child care, health care, higher education, and filling in gaps in funding local public defense.
I want to express my appreciation for your continued engagement. Whether we met in person, or you wrote letters, 
sent emails, or made phone calls, your advocacy is a critical piece of the legislative process. I take your input and 
feedback seriously.
Thank you for reading this newsletter update! It is a privilege to continue representing you in the Legislature. 
Sincerely,

 
 
Mia Gregerson

VOTING RIGHTS AND ELECTION INTEGRITY
This year, the Legislature acted on the following package of bills to 
strengthen election integrity and voter access while protecting sensitive 
information held by the state.

	• HB 1710:  establishes a state-level voting rights preclearance process. 
This means that, if a local jurisdiction has previously violated voting rights 
laws, they must obtain approval from the Attorney General’s Office prior 
to implementing elections-related changes. This prevents unjust and 
discriminatory voting systems before they happen.

	• HB 1750:  strengthens the Washington Voting Rights Act by clarifying 
how voting rights violations are addressed and how local jurisdictions 
can resolve them, allowing for more flexibility to adopt remedies prior to 
litigation.

	• HB 1916:  updates Washington’s voter registration challenge process to 
prevent mass challenges and protect voters from being unfairly purged 
from voter rolls.

	• SB 5892:  protects confidential personal information—such as driver’s 
license and ID numbers, social security numbers, and full birthdates—in  
Washington’s voter registration database from being shared through 
public records requests, protecting voters’ privacy.

	• SB 6035:  provides voting services on Tribal reservations to ensure voting 
is accessible to every voter—no  matter where they live.

These measures build upon our state’s legacy of leading in ensuring access 
to voting by reinforcing voter protections and election integrity so that every 
eligible Washingtonian can fully participate in the democratic process.
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STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY SAFETY AND 
PROTECTING IMMIGRANTS
Amid federal uncertainty, the Legislature prioritized sending a 
package of bills to the governor’s desk that protect all of our 
neighbors, which build upon the existing protections in the 
Keep Washington Working Act (2019).
The United States Congress has ultimate oversight authority to 
hold federal agencies and ICE accountable. That means there 
are strict limits to how the state can respond to activity by 
federal agencies. I believe these new laws meet the moment 
and will help protect Washingtonians from the aggressive 
actions we’ve seen Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) agents take across the country. Here are the bills that 
have been signed into law:

	• Prohibiting law enforcement officers – including ICE agents 
– from wearing face-concealing masks while interacting with 
the public (SB 5855). 

	• Preserving the integrity of Washington’s law enforcement by 
making it a crime for people who are not law enforcement 
officers to wear badges or other law enforcement insignia 
(HB 2165).

	• Strengthening protections for immigrant workers against 
retaliation and coercion (HB 2105). 

	• Allowing people to use shared leave for work absences if 
they are victims of hate crimes or affected by ICE actions 
(HB 2411). 

	• Preventing immigrant enforcement from using surveillance 
tools like automatic license plate readers, ensuring 
community safety and trust (SB 6002).
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THE WORK CONTINUES
Out of 3,110 bills introduced this year, 268 of them made it through the legislative process and to the governor’s desk to be signed into law. In any 
session, there are important pieces of legislation that don’t pass, and these losses can be painful. Regardless, we cannot give up on worthy policy 
changes that have the potential to help a lot of people across our state. Here are a few measures I want you to know lawmakers are actively 
working on:

	• HB 2597:  would establish a clear path for accountability when federal constitutional rights are violated during civil immigration enforcement 
and create a private right of action.

	• HB 2389:  The Individualized Youth Justice Act 
would modernize outdated sentencing systems 
and give judges the discretion to consider the 
whole picture for the youth being sentenced—
including  options for rehabilitation—while 
maintaining the standard that incarceration for 
youth is reserved for young people who pose a 
serious and immediate threat to public safety.

	• HB 2464:  would strengthen reporting 
requirements at private detention facilities in 
Washington state to ensure law enforcement 
and the Department of Health are aware and 
keep records of serious incidents of abuse, 
neglect, injury and death.

	• HB 1204:  would allow seniors living on fixed 
incomes in manufactured home communities to 
have roommates. This would make housing a 
little bit more affordable for many and increase 
opportunities for companionship.

Rep. Mia Gregerson discussing the supplemental operating budget with 
Appropriations Chair Rep. Timm Ormsby on the House floor.

If you or someone you know needs assistance, 

follow this link (https://bit.ly/4blWSbC) or, 

scan this QR code with your smart phone to view 

resources that may be helpful.
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HATE CRIMES & BIAS INCIDENTS HOTLINE: WWW.ATG.WA.GOV/REPORT-HATE
Our district is very diverse and, while we have strong hate crimes and bias incident laws, some people still 
cause unnecessary, undue harm to others. The Attorney General has a new Hate Crimes & Bias Incidents 
Hotline operated by trauma-informed staff who can provide support to victims as well as referrals to 
resources Monday – Friday from 9 A.M. – 5 P.M. and interpretation is available in over 240 languages. 

LÍNEA GRATUITA PARA CRÍMENES DE ODIO E INCIDENTES DE 
DISCRIMINACIÓN: WWW.ATG.WA.GOV/REPORT-HATE
Nuestro distrito es muy diverso y, si bien contamos con leyes sólidas contra crímenes de odio e incidentes 
de discriminación, algunas personas aún causan daños innecesarios e injustificados a los demás. El Fiscal 
General cuenta con una nueva Línea Gratuita para Crímenes de Odio e Incidentes de Discriminación, 
operada por personal capacitado en atención de traumas, que puede brindar apoyo a víctimas, así como 
referirlas a recursos disponibles, de lunes a viernes, de 9:00 a. m. a 5:00 p. m.; además, se ofrece servicio de 
interpretación en más de 240 idiomas.
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REAL ID 
The REAL ID Act went into effect on May 7, 2025. This means that, to 
fly or to access certain federal facilities, you need to have a REAL ID 
compliant form of identification. Here are a few examples of REAL ID 
options you may already have! 
TSA is urging all travelers to obtain a REAL ID as soon as possible. 
However, since February 7, 2026, those who still don’t have a REAL ID 
can fly domestically with a TSA ConfirmID ($45), which covers a 10-day 
travel period.

STAY IN TOUCH 
While the legislative session is over, I represent you year-round. You 
can call, email, or write my office with your questions, comments, or 
concerns about state-level issues. 
If you want to request a meeting with me in person or virtually, send 
an email to mia.gregerson@leg.wa.gov with the subject line 
“Constituent Meeting Request” and my Legislative Assistant, Tyra, 
will be in touch to coordinate. Be sure to include the topic you wish to 
discuss in your email. 

MANTÉNGASE EN CONTACTO
Aunque la sesión legislativa ha concluido, yo lo represento durante todo el año. 
Puede llamar, enviar un correo electrónico o escribir a mi oficina con sus preguntas, 
comentarios o inquietudes sobre asuntos de nivel estatal.
Si desea solicitar una reunión conmigo, ya sea en persona o de manera virtual, 
envíe un correo electrónico a mia.gregerson@leg.wa.gov con el asunto 
“Constituent Meeting Request” (Solicitud de reunión con un constituyente),  
y mi Asistente Legislativa, Tyra, se pondrá en contacto con usted para coordinar los 
detalles. Asegúrese de incluir el tema que desea tratar.

REAL ID
La Ley REAL ID entró en vigor el 7 de mayo de 2025. Esto significa que, para volar o 
para ingresar a ciertas instalaciones federales, usted necesita contar con una forma 
de identificación que cumpla con los requisitos de la REAL ID. ¡Estos son algunos 
ejemplos de opciones de REAL ID que quizás ya tenga!
La TSA insta a todos los viajeros a obtener una REAL ID lo antes posible. Sin embargo, 
desde el 7 de febrero de 2026, aquellos que aún no cuenten con una REAL ID podrán 
volar dentro del país utilizando el servicio TSA ConfirmID ($45), el cual cubre un 
periodo de viaje de 10 días.

Scan the QR code or visit www.realidwa.com for more information, additional resources, and a link to schedule an appointment at DOL 
to obtain a REAL ID. 
Escanee el código QR o visite www.realidwa.com para obtener más información, recursos adicionales y un enlace para agendar una cita 
en el DOL para obtener una REAL ID.

To report a hate crime or bias incident call 1-855-225-1010, use this link https://bit.ly/4c9qBol or scan this QR code. To report an active 
emergency or a crime in progress, dial 9-1-1.
Para reportar un crimen de odio o un incidente de discriminación, llame al 1-855-225-1010, utilice este enlace https://bit.ly/4c9qBol,  
o escanee este código QR. Para reportar una emergencia activa o un crimen en curso, marque el 9-1-1.
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS
Despite our budget challenges this 
biennium, I am proud to report we were 
able to deliver millions of dollars in state 
funding to projects across our district 
in both the capital and transportation 
budgets. Scan the QR code or follow this 
link (https://fiscal.wa.gov) to learn more 
about all the of the projects funded!
 

EXTENDING MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WAY
We know naming something is a bold statement and should be decided 
with care, reflecting our shared values. On December 10, 2025, the 
Washington State Transportation Commission heard Resolution No. 755, 
which reflected HJM 4000/SJM 8000, to extend Martin Luther King Jr. 
Way along SR 900 and SR 515. The commission took action that day and 
voted unanimously in favor of the resolution as proposed.

I’m pleased to report that the 2026 supplemental transportation budget 
includes $980 million for this sign extension. In May, the new sign will be 
revealed followed by a community celebration. 

This has been a long time coming—over forty years of patience and 
persistence—which is something to celebrate. When we come together 
and advocate for what we believe in, we can make a difference. 
Sometimes it takes years and years but positive change is possible when 
we stick together.
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