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LEGISLATIVE REPORT TO THE 46™ LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Dear friends and neighbors,

Washington faces significant
problems, including a budget shortfall,
the high cost of living, lack of access
to healthy food and pharmacies, and
the effects of chaotic and destructive
federal policies.

All of these issues have been
amplified or caused by a federal
administration actively dismantling
the safety nets that keep Washington
families safe, our children healthy, put
food on the table, and support state
budgets.

That’s why this session was about
WASH|NG'|’0N STATE SENATE : reducing harm to Washingtonians.
The Legislature took decisive action
to protect immigrants by banning face
coverlngs for law enforcement, ensuring no one can |mpersonate Iaw enforcement, and helping employers
protect workers.

We tackled affordability and built more stable future budgets by passing the Millionaires Tax, which
included the largest tax break for working families and small businesses in Washington’s history. Especially
important to our district, we took on the devastating effects that communities face when grocery stores
and pharmacies close down.

We have worked as a team for years to provide funding and encourage the city to build a real community
center in Lake City—which is one of the lowest-income, highest-immigrant-population communities in
the region. The vision is for the first community center in Seattle with more than 100 units of affordable
housing built on the upper floors. We previously funded outreach efforts to help the city understand
community needs and priorities for a new Lake City Community Center. In this year’s capital budget, we
secured the remaining $7.1 million needed to begin construction of the community center next year. For
Seattle Public Schools, we secured $3.5 million to provide urgently needed funds to fix roofs that are
leaking and pose earthquake-safety hazards.

We're proud of the work we were able to accomplish, and we’re mindful about where we need to keep
pushing. Throughout it all, we’ve been grounded by the values and voices of the 46th District—and we're
deeply grateful for your advocacy, feedback, and trust.

Thank you for continuing to engage with us and hold us accountable. We're honored to serve you.

Thank you,
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Sen. Javier Valdez Rep. Darya Farivar Rep. Gerry Pollet
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Senator Javier Valdez

A Major Step Forward for Law Enforcement
Transparency and Public Trust

This year, | was proud to sponsor and pass one of
the most significant public safety and civil rights bills
of the session: Senate Bill 5855. Across Washington 7=
and the country, we've seen troubling cases where
individuals are detained by masked officers, creating
fear and eroding public trust. SB 5855 sets a clear
standard: If someone has the power to detain you,
you have the right to know who they are. The law
prohibits local, state, and federal law enforcement—
including U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement '

(ICE) and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)—in Washington from conceallng their identity while interacting with the
public. Exceptions apply for medical protection, religious observance, undercover work, and legitimate tactical operations.

This is about strengthening accountability and trust. Transparency is not anti-law enforcement; it is essential to safety,
legitimacy, and effective policing. When people can identify those exercising authority, it reduces abuse and strengthens
confidence in public institutions. I'm proud this landmark bill is now law, helping ensure justice in Washington is visible and
accountable.

Protecting Washington from Federal Overreach
This session, we took additional steps to protect Washingtonians’ rights, privacy, and safety:
* SB 5892 strengthens voter privacy protections.
* SB 6002 limits license plate reader data use and requires deletion within 21 days.
e HB 2165 restricts impersonation of law enforcement via badges and insignia.
e HB 2105 requires employer notification of federal immigration record requests.
e HB 2242 protects access to vaccines and evidence-based care.
My priority is ensuring Washington continues to protect rights, uphold our values, and stand up for our communities.

Rep. Darya Farivar

This session, | focused on advancing legislation grounded in dignity,
fairness, and accountability, as many of our neighbors face rising
costs and uncertainty. HB 2294 removes outdated restrictions that
have kept stores from reopening in vacant buildings, improving access
to everyday essentials. HB 2350 increases transparency at residential
habilitation centers so families receive clear, timely information about
care. After over four years of work, | was proud to help advance the
companion to my legislation SB 5925, giving the Attorney General
tools to hold bad actors accountable, enforce our civil rights and labor
laws, and crack down on violations of laws that protect immigrants and
people of color.

| also introduced HIM 4017, calling on the federal government to
prioritize diplomacy, humanitarian support, and accountability, while
protecting Iranians here in the United States, particularly those
grlevmg Ioved ones, separated from family, or facing the threat of deportation.

With HB 2294 moving forward, | am continuing to work on a more comprehensive approach to grocery access through

HB 2297 and HB 2313, giving communities tools to stabilize stores, attract new options, and ensure consistent access to
affordable food. My work also continues on HB 2415 and HB 2662, strengthening oversight of state facilities, improving
transparency when unexpected deaths occur, and ensuring public investments reflect long-term community well-being.

| carry the work to build a more equitable and resilient future for every Washingtonian with me every day, and am honored to
serve the 46th Legislative District.




Legislative Report to the 46™ Legislative District
Rep. Gerry Pollet

My priorities continue to be fully funding education (including special education), making college
accessible and affordable for everyone, protecting our kids’' health, making our government
more open, fixing our tax code, and protecting communities’ access to food, medicine and
health services.

Making our Tax System More Fair

Reflecting my longstanding priority on your behalf to make our tax system more fair, we passed
the Millionaires Tax. | proposed and led the successful effort to include a commitment to
INCREASE funding for public education, our paramount duty. And to ensure our tax system will
be more fair, | helped to remove hundreds of millions of dollars in corporate tax breaks so we
could expand the Working Families Tax Credit to 460,000 families and remove sales taxes from
essentials like diapers.

Education

Building on my work as one of the leading advocates for our schools and special education,
Gov. Ferguson signed into law legislation | worked on for several years to improve our children’s
reading. Nearly half of our fourth graders cannot read at grade level. HB 1295 will ensure every school uses a current, science-
based reading curriculum and that our new teachers are trained in the science of how children learn to read.

At the start of session, we faced a $2 billion budget deficit. Initial proposals included massive cuts to higher education, early
learning and child care. As a member of House Appropriations, | successfully fought to ensure that we did not impose more
cuts to access to the opportunities of higher education and to save existing Transition to Kindergarten programs.

The UW, community colleges, faculty and students testified in support of my proposal to sustainably fund higher education with
cost-of-living increases for faculty and staff, which we will continue to work together to advance.

Grocery and Pharmacy Closures

My HB 2573 had 14 sponsors for vacancy taxes and nuisance fees if large corporate supermarket properties are abandoned
for long periods after Seattle or other cities based their housing density plans on a supermarket in the neighborhood (i.e., Lake
City Fred Meyer). It also includes planning for “healthy communities”, preventing food deserts, reducing pollution and advancing
environmental justice.

Please join my drop-in discussions (Traveling Town Halls) to discuss these and any other issues.

State Budgets & Investments in the 46" District

Washington'’s tax system should reflect our shared values: fairness, responsibility, and strong communities. This
session, we passed a Millionaires Tax to rebalance an outdated system that has asked too much of working families
and too little of those at the very top. This change improves fairness while helping fund schools, health care, and child
care. We also expanded tax credits, reduced taxes for small businesses, and removed taxes on everyday essentials
like diapers and over-the-counter medications.

Despite a budget shortfall, we adopted a balanced supplemental budget that prioritizes stability and care protecting
funding for food, shelter, health care, and education while making targeted reductions where necessary.

We also passed key reforms to strengthen long-term stability. Updates to renewable energy taxation (HB 1960)
ensure communities aren’t left carrying shifting costs, while expanded local funding flexibility (HB 2442) gives cities
and counties more tools to address housing, child care, and public health needs. We increased property tax relief for
seniors and people with disabilities (SB 6162) and made updates to the estate tax to keep our system sustainable
and competitive (SB 6347).

At the same time, we made meaningful local investments:

» Advancing the redevelopment of the Lake City Community Center into affordable housing and a new community
hub ($7.1 million)

* Supporting community-based services through ColLead Seattle
($7.2 million)

 Expanding shelter capacity for young adults through ROOTS ($2.6 million)
These investments reflect a continued commitment to safer, more connected, and more affordable communities.




