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Dear Friends and Neighbors:

Now that the 2026 legislative session is over, we are happy to be back home! 
This short, 60-day session came with many challenges, including federal 
funding cuts, which forced many difficult decisions. Still, we prioritized 
investments in food, shelter, health care, and continuity of government 
services for communities across Washington. Here are some highlights from 
the supplemental operating budget:

•	$240M for special education services.
•	$507M for Working Connections Child Care.
•	$118M for local housing and shelter programs.
•	$30M for low-income energy assistance.
•	$93M for emergency food assistance.
•	$117M to support immigrants & refugees experiencing food insecurity.
•	 $25M for immigrant, refugee & new arrival support.
•	 $189M for immigrants & refugees to maintain developmental disability 
and long-term care services following cuts made by H.R. 1.

Your feedback was essential to the process. We appreciate everyone who 
took the time to contact our offices, whether meeting in person, writing 
letters or emails, or leaving voice messages. Your advocacy is important to 
us, and many of the bills we sponsor come from conversations with you, our 
constituents.

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter update! It is a privilege 
to continue representing you in the Legislature. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us throughout the rest of the year.

Sincerely,

	 			 
Sharon Tomiko Santos			   Chipalo Street
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AN UPDATE FROM REP. SHARON TOMIKO SANTOS

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION

INVESTING IN OUR STUDENTS 

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

THE GOVERNOR’S DIRECTIVE

In 2007, I championed legislation to authorize the first-ever state 
Community Preservation and Development Authority (CPDA) 
in Washington. After nineteen years of patient and persistent 
community advocacy, I am pleased that the Pioneer Square - 
International District CPDA can finally count on dedicated public 
funding thanks to the passage of House Bill 1408.

This measure directs a small portion of state sales tax 
revenue collected at certain large facilities – like T-Mobile 
Park and Lumen Field – to be deposited into the CPDA 
account. The revenue will support housing stability projects, 
safety improvements, small businesses, and neighborhood 
revitalization efforts where state and local policies have 
historically contributed to intractable social and economic 
inequities. 

In effect, HB 1408 affirms that Washington state does not value 
growth alone, but belonging, opportunity and dignity for the 
communities that reinforce the strength and uniqueness of 
our state.

As chair of the House Education Committee, I am committed to 
advancing legislation that centers on students, supports their 
success, and creates the conditions necessary for both teaching 
and learning to thrive.
This session, we focused on improving school-based supports for 
our K-12 students. Here are a few highlights:

•	 	Protecting student safety and well-being by adopting 
clear limits on the use of restraint in schools, banning 
dangerous practices, and restricting isolation to 
emergency situations (HB 1795).

•	 Assuring students experiencing homelessness continue 
to receive the support and protections they need – and to 
which they are entitled – regardless of potential federal 
changes (HB 2594).

•	 Expanding behavioral health supports by commissioning 
a statewide framework to better connect students, their 
families, and our schools with critical resources needed 
in times of crisis (HB 1634).

When every student – no matter their circumstance, background, 
or ability – has what they need to learn, the entire community 
benefits.

The state constitution decrees that our paramount 
duty is to ensure public schools have ample 
resources to provide all K-12 students with a basic 
education – this includes students with disabilities. 
I’m pleased to report we made important progress 
in the last two years to better support students 
enrolled in special education programs as well as 
their parents or guardians.

In 2025, we finally eliminated the cap on the number 
of students with disabilities who can receive state 
funding for special education services (SB 5263). 
This year, we made sure families can meaningfully 
advocate for their child by requiring timely access to 
evaluations prior to the student’s special education 
services eligibility meeting (HB 2557).

We are also integrating the state’s Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) with the high school and 
beyond plan to better streamline services and 
reduce duplication for students as they prepare to 
transition to post-secondary pursuits (SB 5969).

Last but not least, Governor Bob Ferguson signed 
Executive Order 25-09, which directs all state 
agencies – including the Department of Licensing 
– to review how Washingtonians’ personal data 
are collected, retained, and shared, and to review 
agency operations for faithful adherence to the Keep 
Washington Working Act.

This directive reaffirms our state’s commitment 
to protecting the rights and interests of every 
immigrant who calls Washington home.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fexe_order%2F25-09%2520-%2520Protecting%2520Immigrant%2520Communities%2520%2528tmp%2529.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHenry.Chavis%40leg.wa.gov%7C08925a3f066a4208461008dea6258a8a%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639130877340094693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5OIUBj3OUoRg5eTO21qcrjS4pBQ0NBQI%2FnVYQvT0W18%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fexe_order%2F25-09%2520-%2520Protecting%2520Immigrant%2520Communities%2520%2528tmp%2529.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHenry.Chavis%40leg.wa.gov%7C08925a3f066a4208461008dea6258a8a%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639130877340094693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5OIUBj3OUoRg5eTO21qcrjS4pBQ0NBQI%2FnVYQvT0W18%3D&reserved=0


AN UPDATE FROM REP. CHIPALO STREET

THE MILLIONAIRES TAX ENVIRONMENT

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY

Over the past four years, I am honored to have held several leadership positions where I 
worked collaboratively and built trust with members across the Legislature. Most recently, 
I served as the Vice Chair of the House Finance Committee, where we work to responsibly 
manage our tax code and ensure Washingtonians have the supports and services they rely 
on, and served on the House Appropriations Committee, ensuring those tax dollars are 
spent wisely and equitably in the budget. As a member of the House Environment & Energy 
Committee, we worked to protect Washington’s health and environment so generations after 
us can continue to enjoy this great state. This is a lot of work! It’s difficult, but also deeply 
satisfying. While we still have work to do, I am incredibly proud of what we’ve been able to 
deliver to our district and the state, and I look forward to continuing this momentum. 

We took a historic step towards 
balancing our regressive tax code 
by passing the income tax on annual 
earnings over $1Million. Helping 
to get this over the finish line has 
been one of my top priorities since 
coming to Olympia. Collection 
starts in Fiscal Year 2029, but rest 
assured the overwhelming majority of 
Washingtonians –  99.75%! – will not 
have to pay this tax. However, every 
single Washingtonian will benefit from 
the essential services this tax helps 
to provide. This balanced bill includes 
provisions like: 

•	 Expanding the Working Families Tax 
Credit – 460,000 more families will be 
eligible. 

•	 Providing a sales tax exemption on 
diapers, hygiene products, and over 
the counter medications – combined 
with existing exemptions on food, 
almost your entire grocery cart will be 
tax exempt. 

•	 Expanding free school meals for all 
Washington students. 

•	 Investing in Fair Start for Kids, 
child care, and early learning in 
Washington.

I fought to make sure the tax did 
not include a significant corporate 
tax break. Instead of giving that tax 
break to big business, we gave it to 
small businesses. The Business & 
Occupation tax credit included in this 
tax means small business won’t pay 
any tax on their first $300,000 in gross 
receipts, the number expanding to 
$600,000 starting in 2028, meaning 
70 percent of all businesses will pay 
zero B&O tax. This ensures the money 
we raise through this income tax 
will go back to working families, not 
corporations.

We protected our environment with policies that improved our waste 
management systems and protected investments made by the Climate 
Commitment Act. We made changes to our recycling systems to increase 
recycling rates, make recycling easier for consumers, and significantly 
reduce the cost of recycling (SB 5284), and passed one of the most 
advanced battery recycling laws in the country (SB 5144). In 2023, I 
sponsored a bill to update our outdated climate resiliency plan to ensure 
that we are prepared for the increasingly devastating impacts of climate 
change, especially in our low-income and communities of color which 
often get hit worst and first by the effects of climate change. We also 
protected Washingtonians by preventing utility shutoffs during deadly and 
dangerous extreme heatwaves (HB 1329). 

As your state representatives, we worked to protect our community and 
ensure every single Washingtonians’ human rights, especially the rights of 
our immigrant and refugee community members. This year alone we: 

•	 Required employers to provide notice when federal employment eligibility 
(I-9) audits occur (HB 2105).

•	 Prohibited local, state, and federal law enforcement officers — including 
ICE and Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) agents operating in Washington 
— from wearing face-concealing masks while interacting with the public 
(SB 5855). 

•	 Regulated automatic license plate reader (ALPR) cameras and the data 
they share (SB 6002). 

•	 Banned impersonation of a peace officer (HB 2165). 
•	 Created uniform standards for all enforcement, ensuring all law 
enforcement leaders abide by the same accountability measures as the 
officers they lead, including enforcing all of Washington’s laws (SB 5974).

We continued to protect reproductive health care by improving access to 
abortion medications by ensuring the state has clear authority to donate its 
abortion medication stockpile (SB 5917) and established an abortion savings 
program to provide long-term, consistent, stable funding for abortion services 
for providers like Planned Parenthood (SB 6182). This work builds on the 
“shield law” (HB 1469) we passed in 2023 to protect people in Washington 
from civil and criminal actions in other states that restrict or criminalize 
reproductive and gender-affirming care.

Finally, I’m proud to be the first Washington state legislator to make 
progress on reparations for descendants of chattel slavery. I was successful 
in spearheading the effort to secure $300,000 for a statewide study on 
reparations. Washington state is now only the 3rd state in the nation to take a 
historic step to begin to grapple with this issue.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5284&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1329&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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CAPITAL BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS TRANSPORTATION BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

Your 37th legislative district representatives worked diligently to ensure we secured investments in our 
community this biennium. Here are a few highlights from the 2025-27 Capital and Transportation Budgets.

DELIVERING FOR THE 37TH DISTRICT

•	$6M for the Early Learning Facilities grant program 
to support repairs and maintenance of early learning 
facilities and classrooms.

•	$3.6M for Orca K-8 at Whitworth for their roof 
replacement.

•	$2.55M for Skyway Homeownership Project to help 
build permanently affordable housing in Skyway.

•	$258,000 for the Norman Mitchell Manor renovation to 
support food security programming. 

•	 $85,000 for KRVU radio facility repairs.
•	Statewide, an additional $111.2M for school related 
funding to support school construction and 
modernization, seismic safety, and the Healthy Kids-
Healthy Schools Grants program.

•	$2.2M for SR 900 to improve pedestrian 
safety by adding bike lanes, crosswalks, 
and roadway treatments to slow traffic 
and discourage speeding.

•	$2M for I-90 Judkins Park Station – 
Reconnecting Communities study to 
enhance safety and connectivity in the 
community.

•	Statewide, additional $1.5 billion through 
2031 to preserve and maintain the 
state’s transportation infrastructure and 
continue the electrification process.


