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~ LEGISLATIVE REPORT

to the 32nd District

Dear neighbors,

It was an honor to work with you as we
sought to improve our district and our state
in the 2026 legislative session. We hope you
have time to read about this year’s legislative
accomplishments.

There’s more work to do, and we hope you
won’t hesitate to reach out to us anytime with
thoughts, questions, and ideas for improving
our communities.

- Sen. Jesse Salomon & Rep. Lauren Davis
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% TOWN HALL MEETING

We will be hosting an in-person town hall meeting on Sun-
day, May 3rd, from 2 to 3 p.m. at the Shoreline City Hall at
17500 Midvale Ave N, Shoreline, WA. The event will take
place in the city council chambers.

This is a chance for you to ask your questions, share your
stories, and tell us about issues important to your family
and community. If you can’t make it, you are always wel-
come to contact our offices!
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AFFORDABILITY

Gas prices are rising every day that the Iran war drags on, and though some
tariffs were overturned by the Supreme Court, remaining tariffs threaten to cost
Washington state families and businesses $2 billion.

Healthcare, one of the most essential services in any society, is growing costlier
every day. Although we made significant progress bringing more affordable care
to Washingtonians, H.R. 1, passed by Congress, caused severe cost spikes.
300,000 Washington residents are already facing higher premiums.

We've also made progress towards more affordable housing. The 2026 budget
builds upon the unprecedented affordable housing investments made in 2025
with an additional $200 million in housing and homelessness funding, including
$123 million for the Housing Trust Fund.

As state lawmakers, we cannot directly undo actions of the federal government. Howev-
er, we did pass a number of policies aimed at boosting affordability, which will;

- Remove the sales tax on diapers, over-the-counter medications, and hygiene products.
Combined with the existing exemption on food, most items in your grocery cart will be
free of sales taxes.

- Expand the Working Families Tax Credit to 460,000 additional households and individ-
uals, increasing the number of people covered by the credit by 15%.

- Protect workers from wage theft (HB 2479).

- Double the Small Business Tax Credit so businesses under $300,000
(59% of businesses) will owe zero Business & Occupation tax and those grossing
under $600,000 will pay less tax than before.

- Preserve access to preventative health services without out-of-pocket costs for patients (HB 2242).
- Provide financial relief from high energy costs (HB 1903).

- Ban non-compete agreements, which deny workers the opportunity to switch jobs for higher pay, better working conditions, or greater
convenience (HB 1155).
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Sen. Jesse Salomon - Rep. Lauren Davis

CONSTRUCTION BUDGET AND LOCAL PROJECTS

We passed an $889 million supplemental capital budget that creates jobs and invests
in new construction projects across the state—and right here in the 32nd District.
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Housing Hope Alliance Place: FAr

$2,050,000 — A lack of afford-
able housing and accessible
services undermines the suc-
cess of our communities. This
funding will be used to develop
a new mixed-use neighborhood
adjacent to the Lynnwood City
Center light rail station. The
neighborhood will feature 167 units of permanently affordable housing where resi-
dents will have access to childcare, behavioral health care, job training, a café, and
a restored fish-passable stream.

—_—

The Futuristic West African Village: $50,000 — This funding will support planning for
this project to provide community-centered and culturally appropriate services, case
management, and childcare, along with a gathering space.

North City Commons Project: $275,000 — Thanks to this funding, Shoreline residents
will soon have access to a bustling neighborhood hub with restaurants, food trucks,
and space for local artists and independent businesses to thrive. This money will go
towards the building of a gathering space, and the North City Arts & Eats Market.

Youth Behavioral Health Building: $3,325,000 — In July 2025, a fire destroyed the
Lynnwood building that the Center for Human Services (CHS) used to operate outpa-
tient mental health and substance use services for children and adolescents. Upon
learning of this significant loss, we worked to purchase a suitable substitute property
so that CHS can continue supporting families in need in our community. This funding
will pay for that property and allow CHS to continue providing services such as the
Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Program, which addresses untreated trauma
and supports healthy social and emotional development in young children.

Mountlake Terrace Library: $800,000 — The funding we secured this biennium will
go towards the replacement of the library’s roof and the heating, ventilation, and air
conditioning system.

R

Bastyr University Healing
Village — This project is
aimed at converting vacant
student dorms into 60
beds of potential shelter
for victims of domestic
violence. While located
just outside the borders
of the 32nd District, this
underutilized property will
benefit the people of our
district, often victims fleeing from North King and South Snohomish Counties.

Total 32nd Legislative District: $6,009,000

.

Photo courtesy of Bastyr University.

OUR RESPONSE TO
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
ACTIONS

Protecting access to vaccines

The federal government changed scientifical-
ly backed childhood vaccine recommenda-
tions against medical guidance. We passed
House Bill 2242 so that Washingtonians will
not lose access to life-saving vaccines. The
state Department of Health can now issue
immunization recommendations and guid-
ance instead of the federal government.

Preserving access to long-term care
The federal government ended long-term
care benefits for legal immigrants and refu-
gees living with dementia or developmental
disabilities. This is cruel and ironic—many
caregivers and nurses are themselves immi-
grants and refugees. We used state funding
to preserve coverage for nearly 2,000 of our
most vulnerable neighbors.

Fighting hunger

Federal cuts barred legal immigrants and ref-
ugees from food assistance. The new state
operating budget transfers 30,000 immi-
grants and refugees from the federal pro-
gram to the state Food Assistance Program.

Immigrations &

Customs Enforcement (ICE)
Long-residing families in our community are
being taken by ICE while legal residents and
citizens carry their passports to prevent un-
constitutional arrests. To protect the people
of Washington state, we passed new laws to:

- Prohibit the use of face coverings by federal
enforcement officers (SB 5855).

- Regulate license plate readers to ensure
collected data is only used for proper local
law enforcement, not for unapproved feder-
al immigration efforts (SB 6002).

- Require employers to notify workers about
federal I-9 form audits, protects against
retaliation, limits federal access to employ-
ment records, and establishes enforcement
mechanisms and penalties so workers’
rights are respected (SB 5852).



Rep. Lauren Davis - 32nd District

ADDRESSING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

As a survivor of domestic violence (DV) myself, | have tackled this issue head-on in Olympia. | am particu-
larly proud of:

DV co-responder program — | was the prime sponsor of HB 1498, which passed in 2025. This legislation
created a $4 million per year grant program to fund victim advocates to respond with police to the scene of
DV incidents. This helps victims right away and provides access to immediate needs like emergency shelter.

Legal aid for victims — | secured $2 million in ongoing annual funding for legal assistance for DV victims
to assist with protection orders, family law cases, etc. A significant portion of this funding supports victims
who need immigration legal help, and there is a dedicated carveout for indigenous survivors (2022 budget).

Perpetrator treatment — DV perpetrators are highly dangerous, not only to their intimate partners, but also to the broader community
and responding law enforcement officers. As a group, they are responsible for 2 out of 3 mass shootings, 1 in 5 child homicides, and 1
in 4 homicides across all victim types. Having a DV conviction is the #1 predictor of future violent crime. The treatments the state has
been using for DV perpetrators are largely ineffective and show almost no impact on recidivism. This is unacceptable.

In response, | funded research to identify evidence-based treatments for DV perpetrators. Specifically, | launched two novel pilot studies
on interventions for abusers, and the early results are extremely promising (2024 and 2026 budgets).

Comprehensive DV reform — | authored HB 1715, which passed in 2023. This legislation ensures that abusers cannot access firearms
because the presence of a gun increases the risk of homicide by 11 times. It also created high-risk teams to provide intensive case man-
agement for the cases with the highest lethality potential and funded training for judges to understand the dynamics of intimate partner
violence and coercive control.

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH REFORM

It was my painful and deeply personal experience with a loved one navigating our state’s broken mental health
and addiction treatment system that initially drove me to public service. Since assuming office, | have been
busy working to fix our system.

Recovery housing — Substance-use disorder is a chronic disease. Those managing it can achieve remission,
but there is no cure. That is why we must provide ongoing recovery support services that help prevent relapses
post-treatment. Recovery housing is overwhelmingly correlated with long-term recovery. However, the demand
for recovery housing outpaces the supply by a factor of 3 to 1.

| passed HB 1528, which created an accreditation system that ensures high-quality clean and sober housing (2019); created a recovery
housing rental voucher program for individuals exiting treatment centers and jails (2021); and developed a capital budget program to
purchase recovery houses in order to expand bed capacity (2025).

Access to medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) — The frontline, gold standard treatment for fentanyl dependence is medications
like Suboxone and methadone. | have worked tirelessly to increase access to these medications in places where addicted persons often
show up: in jails and hospitals.

| was the architect of an MOUD in jails program (2021), which provides grant funding to city, county, and tribal jails to place incarcerated
individuals on MOUD so that they are stabilized before release. This treatment massively reduces both recidivism and the risk of overdose.

| initiated the development of an MOUD in emergency departments program (2021) called ScalaNW, which supports hospitals in provid-
ing immediate access to treatment for patients seeking emergency care.

Care navigation — Our state’s behavioral health system resembles Swiss cheese—there are so many holes that a person can fall through.
It is challenging to navigate even for people who are healthy, well-educated, and English-speaking, let alone for individuals who are pro-
foundly ill and struggling.

With the passage of SB 5476 (2021), | created the Recovery Navigator Program (RNP), which provides long-term intensive case manage-
ment for persons with untreated behavioral health disorders. It has been enormously successful and is the only behavioral health program
that exists in every county of the state.
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HOUSING

About 75% of Washingtonians believe housing is too expensive,
and this belief is validated by looking at current rental rates and
home prices. Washington state is the country’s eighth fast-

est growing state, but our housing has not kept pace, pushing
housing costs to unaffordable levels. In the most extreme cases,
Washingtonians are having to choose between housing, food, and
healthcare. Some, especially seniors on fixed income or low-in-
come families, have been forced from their homes altogether.

In my time as your State Senator and Chair of the Local Govern-
ment Committee, | have been working with all of you to find new
ways to support the creation of new housing options and more
efficient housing regulations, while balancing the need to keep
current living spaces pleasant, green and affordable. This bienni-
um, | am proud of the work we were able to accomplish, espe-
cially for our elders and young people, bringing forward innovative
solutions to make housing affordable for all Washingtonians.

Single Stair Reform - SB 5491 (2023)

In 2023, | introduced SB 5491 to legalize the development of
smaller, more affordable and efficient single-stair apartment
buildings. For decades, restrictions across the country have
prevented the development of apartment buildings with a single
stairwell above two to three stories. Though these buildings are
common and successful across the European Union and have
been legalized to great success in many American cities such

as Seattle, single-stair apartment buildings are still disallowed
across much of Washington. As | was recently quoted in the New
York Times, “Single stairway is one significant avenue to promote
infill — that’s the motivation.”

With the passage of SB 5491, the State Building Code Council
quickly studied, accepted and are planning to soon adopt code
changes to bring our state rules in line with Seattle’s successful
single stair housing code. The bill doesn’'t change zoning laws
but will allow for smaller apartment buildings that fit better
within communities. On November 1, 2026, we will finally see
single-stair housing legalized across our state, giving localities a
powerful tool in our fight to lower the price of housing.

Elevator Reform - SB 5156

To continue this work, | introduced SB 5156 to allow smaller
elevators to be built in these small and midsized buildings. Too
often, the required minimum size of American elevators results in
buildings built with no elevator at all, making our most affordable
complexes the least accessible. When the AARP testified in favor
of the bill, they noted how important that accessibility concern
that can be solved by this bill creating a more realistic elevator
option is to our seniors. With Governor Ferguson’s signature, we
are one step closer towards a housing market as varied as the
housing needs of our residents.

KEEPING WASHINGTON
HAPPY AND HEALTHY

Protecting Our Children

Online - SB 6111 (Did Not Pass)

Since the 1990s, we have seen a worrisome decline in youth
mental health. We know this is a public health crisis driven, in
part, by the new technologies we’ve seen emerge. Social media
can be beneficial and enjoyable, but it can also expose children
to traumatizing content, predatory individuals, and intense pres-
sure no child is equipped to manage.

That is why | introduced SB 6111. The bill would require children
16 and younger would need parental consent before creating an
account capable of sharing content and photographs, interacting
with an audience, and communicating with other users in private
messages. It would not have prevented anyone from freely
browsing the internet. | think an important conversation began
around placing the power to protect children online back in the
hands of those who love them.

Protecting Our Children from

Gas Station Heroin - SB 6287 (Did Not Pass)

A novel drug that acts similarly to the most powerful prescription
opiates is currently being sold freely in gas stations across the
state. 7-Hydroxymitragyninem, or 7-OH, a highly potent concen-
trate of Kratom, risks triggering a new opiate crisis under similar
circumstances we saw with the first: under-regulated, highly
addictive, and easily accessible drugs.

That is why | introduced SB 6287 to ban the sale of this dan-
gerous substance. We are already seeing severe examples of
7-0H addiction, as reported by King 5 news. | believe it is time to
protect our children from a dangerous new substance capable of
triggering a new wave of addiction.

Updating our Involuntary

Treatment System - SB 6296 (Did Not Pass)

When one looks across our district, especially towards places
like Aurora Ave, it is impossible to miss the many people openly
struggling with mental health and substance abuse issues. Our
treatment system is not up to par, and, as a result, many are
left completely untreated with their behavioral health issues
growing worse every day. Too often, those suffering from mental
health issues or substance abuse find it impossible to even start
the process of getting better. We need to ensure that there is

a system in place to get them off of the streets and into safe,
supportive care.

SB 6296 would have made it easier for families of those strug-
gling to get them the help they so desperately need by making it
easier for them to petition a court to require treatment. | intend
to reintroduce the bill next year. Families should never have to
stand by and watch their loved ones suffer when the system fails.
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EDUCATION

The new capital budget includes $109 million to build more schools.
There’s important funding in the new operating budget for special education
($240 million), along with the following programs: Ninth Grade Success,
Homeless Student Support, Foster Youth Educational Outcomes, and Dual
Language Grants.

Legislation we passed this year will also strengthen our schools. Highlights

1y e IR o - | include policies to: R

- Establish the pre-K Promise Account to fund 10,000 more early learning slots in the next
10 years (SB 5872).

- Provide free school lunches and breakfasts to our public school students, starting in
2029, courtesy of funding from the Millionaires’ Tax.

- Support our unhoused students as they work towards achieving a better life (HB 2594).
- Provide more behavioral health support for students (HB 1634).

In higher education, we boosted funding by $198 million for the Washington College Grant—
ranked first in the nation for need-based financial aid for college and career training.




