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Neighbors,

In the 2026 session, we 
continued to uphold the 
values of the 40th district - 
safeguarding our communities, 
addressing affordability, and 
maintaining essential services 
and environmental protections 
during a challenging time. 
The session began amid federal actions that increased economic 
uncertainty, raised costs for families and small businesses, and 
strained our state budget. We focused on what we can control at 
the state level, passing measures to protect Washingtonians’ rights 
and privacy, strengthening accountability in law enforcement, and 
supporting immigrant workers and families.

At the same time, we worked to reduce costs by increasing energy 
assistance, protecting access to preventive health care and education, 
expanding food and pharmacy access, and reaffirming our 
commitment to critical environmental preservation programs. A key 
achievement was passage of the Millionaires Tax, which improves 
fairness in our tax system while funding health care, schools, and 
child care. When fully implemented, it will provide tax relief by 
expanding the Working Families Tax Credit, doubling small business 
tax exemptions, and eliminating sales tax on everyday essentials 
like diapers and over-the-counter medications. Despite a budget 
shortfall, we adopted a balanced supplemental budget focused on 
harm reduction - preserving funding for food security, health care, 
and education - while making targeted reductions where necessary.

In total, the Legislature passed 268 bills - or 21% of bills introduced 
- most with strong bipartisan support. While challenges remain, 
we made meaningful progress in protecting Washingtonians and 
strengthening our communities.

We hope you find this year’s update useful!

Thank You,

Sen. Lovelett Rep. Lekanoff Rep. Ramel
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Stay in Touch

Toll Free Hotline: 1-800-562-6000 TTY:1-800-833-6388

LEGISLATIVE REPORT TO THE 
40TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

State Senator Liz Lovelett 
Deputy Majority Leader 
233 John A. Cherberg Building 
PO Box 40440 
Olympia, WA 98504

Liz.Lovelett@leg.wa.gov

https://senatedemocrats.wa.gov/lovelett

Committees:
• �Local Government (Vice Chair)
• �Energy, Environment and Technology
• Transportation 
• Joint Legislative Audit Review (JLARC)

State Representative Debra Lekanoff 
422 John L. O’Brien Building 
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504

Debra.Lekanoff@leg.wa.gov

https://housedemocrats.wa.gov/lekanoff

Committees:
• �Health Care & Wellness (Vice Chair)
• �Housing
• �Appropriations
• �Rules

State Representative Alex Ramel 
Majority Whip 
434A Legislative Building 
PO Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504

Alex.Ramel@leg.wa.gov

https://housedemocrats.wa.gov/ramel

Committees:
• �Environment & Energy
• �Finance
• �Rules
• �Transportation



Federal actions are making it harder for Washington to meet climate goals, from 
rolling back vehicle emission standards to deregulating the EPA. Despite these 
damaging decisions, Washington continues to lead the country. This year, we 
made it easier to make energy-efficient home upgrades (HB 2296), updated 
the taxation for wind and solar farms to benefit communities and make project 
permitting easier (HB 1960), improved our standards for marine oil transport (HB 
1652/SB 5519) and protected groundwater by ensuring local health officials can 
complete timely septic inspections (SB 6291). 

Tribal consultation on energy projects was strengthened (HB 2496), industrial 
emissions are being reduced (HB 2537/SB 6246), and outdated coal preferences 
ended (HB 2367). A new Transmission Development Authority (SB 6355) will 
help deliver affordable clean energy from where it’s produced to the homes and 
businesses that need it. Washington is showing that federal setbacks won’t stop 
practical, equitable climate progress for families and communities.

Responding to Federal Overreach A Tough Budget Year Housing

Amid federal instability, the 2026 legislative session focused on passing 
targeted laws to protect Washingtonians. We built on the existing protections 
of the Keep Washington Working Act by advancing the Immigrant Worker 
Protection Act (HB 2105), which strengthens worker’s rights during federal 
audits and limits the sharing of personal records without proper legal process. 
To increase transparency and accountability, we passed legislation prohibiting 
law enforcement, including federal agents, from wearing face-concealing 
masks while interacting with the public (SB 5855). 

Additional bills addressed public safety and trust. Washington now has 
a framework to regulate the use and data-sharing of automatic license 
plate reader cameras and 
created remedies for improper 
use (SB 6002) and banned 
the impersonation of law 
enforcement officers (HB 2165). 

Together, these laws protect civil 
rights, strengthen oversight, and 
ensure Washington communities 
are not exposed to unnecessary 
harm from federal actions.

Washington’s tax system should reflect our shared values - fairness, 
responsibility, and investing in strong communities. This session, we passed 
the Millionaires Tax to rebalance an outdated system that has placed too much 
burden on working families while asking too little of those at the very top.

We heard from our local government partners the need for flexibility and 
additional resources to meet our shared challenges. HB 2442 empowers cities 
and counties to meet urgent needs like housing, childcare, and public health. 
Importantly, we strengthened stability for seniors and people with disabilities 
by delivering the largest expansion of property tax exemptions in decades (SB 
6162), and closed a preference that was benefiting data centers for the largest 
companies (SB 6231).

At the same time, we invested $12.2 million in the 40th district including the 
Anacortes Events Center, the Pea Patch Community Campus on Orcas Island, 
housing at Lila Lane, the Samish Nation People’s House, and more than $3.9 
million for behavioral health facilities across the region. Additional crucial 
resources are directed to flood recovery and critical infrastructure as we 
continue to recover and prepare for the future.

In the transportation budget, we protected continued investment in the ferry 
system – steadily maintaining and ultimately replacing vessels to improve 
reliability and performance.

Strong, resilient communities start locally, and housing affordability and 
diversity is critical. Washington faces a significant housing supply shortage 
and needs over 1 million new homes by 2044. This session, we focused on bills 
to make it easier to build, reduce delays, and expand options for all income 
levels. 

Mixed-use and middle housing got a boost through SB 6026, which removes 
barriers that prevent housing in commercial zones. HB 2269 provides clarity 
on middle housing in rural communities and HB 1345/SB 5413 allows for 
detached ADUs in our counties. Of particular note, HB 2266 ensures that 
shelters and other supportive developments are treated like any other housing 
- with clear permitting and 
approval standards - to ensure 
options for people at all income 
levels. HB 1859 allows religious 
organizations to use underused 
land for long-term affordable 
housing, offering flexible density 
bonuses that make projects 
financially viable while keeping 
homes permanently affordable.

Affordability

As costs continued to rise, affordability is top of mind for most households, 
so our team focused on practical steps to make everyday life more affordable. 
We passed several bills to lower expenses and give families more financial 
stability, such as launching a new statewide energy assistance program (HB 
1903) providing more consistent help 
with utility bills, and expanding access 
to consumer-owned energy devices 
(HB 2296) to help households save on 
energy over time. To keep health care 
costs down, we passed a bill ensuring 
preventive services like cancer screenings 
and vaccines remain available without new out-of-pocket costs (HB 2242). 
We also passed legislation to help Island Health avoid cuts to the critical care 
people in our region rely on (SB 5923). To address the high cost of prescription 
drugs, we added transparency to the federal 340B drug pricing program (SB 
5981). To promote grocery and pharmacy access, we passed legislation (HB 
2294) allowing grocery stores and pharmacies to more easily reopen in vacant 
spaces, improving competition and lowering prices.

Environment
Initiatives to the Legislature

This session, the Legislature did not hear two initiatives that will go directly 
to the November ballot. IL26-001 would have rolled back protections for 
students - particularly LGBTQ+ youth - by weakening parental rights and 
school guidance, creating confusion, risk, and unsafe situations. IL26-638 
would have required invasive “biological sex” verification for girls’ athletics, 
disproportionately affecting transgender students and girls. Both initiatives 
threatened equitable access to education and extracurricular opportunities, 
putting vulnerable students at risk of harassment or exclusion. By not 
advancing these initiatives, the Legislature is allowing the voters to decide 
while protecting fairness, inclusion, and safety for all Washington students.


