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Dear neighbors,

The 2026 legislative session was a short 60-day session that came with its challenges. 
Reductions in federal funding forced us to make tough decisions this year. While cuts had to 
be made, I’m proud to report we prioritized investments in food, shelter, and health care for 
Washingtonians who need it most. We made sure to fund essential services ensuring continuity 
of government services as we continue to grapple with the changes required by H.R. 1, passed by 
Congress last fall. 

Here are a few highlights from the supplemental operating budget:

•	 $93M for emergency food assistance.

•	 $30M for low-income energy assistance.

•	 $240M for special education services.

•	 $507M for Working Connections Child Care.

•	 $118M for local housing and shelter programs.

•	 $120M for wildfire response, forest restoration, and community resilience.

•	 $25M for immigrant, refugee & new arrival support.

•	 $189M for immigrants & refugees to maintain developmental disability and long-term care 
services following cuts made by H.R. 1.

As I reflect on the progress we  made this year, I recognize there are still people in our 
community facing hardships. I want you to know I remain committed to hearing your concerns, 
advocating on your behalf, and working collaboratively with diverse communities to address the 
challenges that lie ahead.

I also want to express my appreciation for your continued engagement. Between postcards, 
letters, emails, and many phone calls to my office, thousands of you made sure your voice was 
heard. Thank you! Your advocacy is a critical piece of the legislative process as many bill ideas 
originate from interactions with my constituents.

Finally, during election years there are certain restrictions on my communications to prevent 
the use of state resources for election purposes. That means you will not receive e-newsletter 
or official Facebook updates from me beginning May 4, 2026 until after the general election in 
November. If you have questions or comments about state issues, please feel free to contact my 
office by phone or e-mail. 

Thank you for reading this newsletter update! It is an honor to serve as your state representative. 
I look forward to connecting with you this interim!

Sincerely,
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DELIVERING FOR THE 41ST DISTRICT 
CAPITAL BUDGET

•	 $2.5M for a local Housing Trust Fund project
•	 $1.9M for Ebright Creek Conservation Project
•	 $1M for Mercer Island Community Center HVAC
•	 $1.2M for Mercer Island's New Water Supply Pipeline Project
•	 $1M for Outdoors for All Foundation
•	 $355,000 for Lake Boren Park
•	 $230,000 for Living Arts
•	 $206,000 for the City of Newcastle's Athletic Complex
•	 $155,000 for Community Homes Accessibility Renovations

TRANSPORTATION BUDGET

•	 $6.7M for Sound Transit Electric Bus and Charging Infrastructure
•	 $6.6M for "Bellevue Gap" Mountains to Sound Greenway Trail
•	 $6M for Eastrail Corridor South
•	 $3.4M for King County Metro Bellevue Base Bus Lift Systems 

Replacement
•	 $2.9M for King County Metro Central Base Campus Zero 

Electrification Design
•	 $2.4M for I-405/Renton to Bellevue Corridor Widening
•	 $2.1M for King County Metro Park & Ride Pedestrian & Bicycle Site 

Improvements
•	 $1M+ for King County Metro Transit Improvements for Totem 

Lake/Kirkland to Bellevue/Eastgate 
•	 $311,000 for the City of Bellevue's Transportation Demand 

Management Program
•	 $158,000 for I-90/Eastgate to SR 900 Corridor Improvements

REP. MY-LINH THAI

41s t  D I S T R I C T
L E G I S L AT I V E  R E V I E W

mailto:My-Linh.Thai%40leg.wa.gov?subject=
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/memberEmail/41/2 
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/memberEmail/41/2 
https://housedemocrats.wa.gov/thai

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FRepMyLinhThai&data=05%7C02%7CJoseph.Cendejas%40leg.wa.gov%7Ce7c696e2633c4a61b23208de976933b4%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639114675493634987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qEtJmpK536WyuG10aFsij4VI6Y8XzBkZz%2BzQKhaJLH0%3D&reserved=0


41 s t  D I S T R I C T  L E G I S L AT I V E  U P D AT E  2 0 2 6REPRES ENTAT I V E  M Y- L I N H  T H A I

REFORMING OUR TAX CODE
In 2021, Governor Inslee signed the Working Families Tax Credit into 
law, my HB 1297, which appropriated the 2008 policy making nearly 
400,000 taxpayers across Washington state eligible for a tax credit. 
This year, the Legislature took another huge step forward in balancing 
our regressive tax code by passing the Millionaires Tax (SB 6346).

This new law will help make Washington more affordable by:

•	 Expanding the Working Families Tax Credit to an additional 460,000 
households, putting money back in more families’ pockets. In 
King County alone, it is estimated eligibility will expand by 39% - 
supporting 30,600 more people.

•	 Eliminating sales tax on personal care products, diapers, and many 
over-the-counter drugs, which when combined with the sales tax 
exemption on food, means most of your grocery cart is now tax 
free.

•	 Doubling the Small Business Tax Credit, eliminating B&O taxes for 
nearly 60% of Washington businesses, and more than 66,000 
additional seeing tax reductions.

•	 Ensuring no public-school student has to pay for breakfast or lunch, 
starting in 2029.

The forthcoming revenue from this measure will be used to support 
essential state services such as: K-12 education, early learning and 
child care, health care, higher education, and filling in gaps in funding 
local public defense. At a 
time when the cost of living 
continues to rise and housing 
remains unaffordable for 
many, these changes will 
lead to big impacts in the 
pocketbooks of people 
across the state.

STRENGTHENING OUR 
ELECTIONS AND VOTING 
RIGHTS 
The Legislature acted on the following package of bills to strengthen 
election integrity and voter access while protecting sensitive 
information held by the state.

•	 HB 1750: strengthens the Washington Voting Rights Act by 
clarifying how voting rights violations are addressed and how 
local jurisdictions can resolve them, allowing for more flexibility to 
adopt remedies prior to litigation.

•	 HB 1916: updates Washington’s voter registration challenge 
process. This will prevent mass challenges to voting rolls and 
protects against unfairly purging voters.

•	 SB 5892: protects confidential personal information – such as 
driver’s license and ID numbers, social security numbers, and full 
birthdates – in Washington’s voter registration database from 
being shared through public records requests, protecting 
voters’ privacy.

•	 SB 6035: provides voting services on Tribal reservations to ensure 
voting is accessible to every voter – no matter where they live.

Our state has a longstanding legacy of leading the country in 
ensuring access to voting by reinforcing voter protections and election 
integrity. These measures build upon that legacy so that every eligible 
Washingtonian can fully participate in the democratic process.

THE WORK CONTINUES
Over 3,000+ bills were introduced in 2026. Only 268 of them made it 
through the legislative process and to the governor’s desk to be signed 
into law. Every year, there are important pieces of legislation that don’t 
make it through, and these losses can be quite painful. Regardless, 
we must not give up on pursuing worthy policy changes that have the 
potential to positively impact many people in our district and across our 
state. While these bills did not pass this year, I remain committed to 
working on these polices:

•	 HB 2597: would establish clear remedies for violations of federal 
constitutional rights during civil immigration enforcement.

•	 HB 2302: would expand the prescriptive authority for pharmacists 
to include limited diagnosing and prescribing or ordering of certain 
drugs or devices.

•	 SB 5993: concerns lowering the interest rate for people who hold 
medical debt.

•	 HB 1240: concerns vehicles that are impounded and aims to make 
the vehicle retrieval process more equitable for those with limited 
income and for folks without homes.

IMPROVING PUBLIC 
SAFETY AND SUPPORTING 
IMMIGRANTS
We also prioritized sending a package of bills to the governor’s 
desk that protect all of our neighbors, which build upon the existing 
protections in the Keep Washington Working Act (2019).

It’s important to acknowledge that the United States Congress 
has ultimate oversight authority to hold federal agencies and ICE 
agents accountable. That means there are limits to how the state 
can respond to activity by federal agencies. These new laws meet 
the moment we are facing and will better protect Washingtonians 
from the aggressive actions we’ve seen Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) agents take across the country. Here are the 
measures that have been signed into law:

•	 Preserving the integrity of Washington’s law enforcement by 
making it a crime for people who are not law enforcement 
officers to wear badges or other law enforcement insignia  
(HB 2165).

•	 Prohibiting law enforcement officers — including ICE agents — 
from wearing face-concealing masks while interacting with the 
public (SB 5855). 

•	 Strengthening protections for immigrant workers against 
retaliation and coercion (HB 2105). 

•	 Preventing immigrant enforcement from using surveillance tools 
like automatic license plate readers, ensuring community safety 
and trust (SB 6002). 

•	 Allowing people to use shared leave for work absences if they 
are victims of hate crimes or affected 
by ICE actions (HB 2411). 

If you or someone you know needs 
assistance, follow this link (https://bit.
ly/4blWSbC) or, scan this QR code with 
your smart phone to view resources that 
may be helpful.

BILLS PASSED
•	 HB 2632: Modernizes terminology by replacing references to “alien” with “non-citizen” in state and local government statutes, codes, 

rules, regulations, and other official documents.

•	 SB 5981/HB 2145: Protects the federal 340B drug pricing program in Washington State by prohibiting manufacturers from 
denying, restricting, or prohibiting: 1) the acquisition or delivery of a 340B drug to a covered entity or contract pharmacy and 
2) requiring reporting, data collection, and filing fees for covered entities and manufacturers.

•	 SB 5314/HB 1614: Makes small changes to the capital gains tax by: closing loopholes, replacing the B&O tax credit with 
a capital gains tax credit, treating spouses and domestic partners equally, and modifies the credit for taxes paid in other 
jurisdictions to ensure efficiency of this program.

•	 HB 1634: Expands behavioral health support for our K-12 students by creating a statewide framework to more easily 
connect students, their families, and schools districts with critical resources that are needed in times of crisis.

•	 HB 1359: Establishes a task force to review and modernize forensic mental health laws. This will help remove 
barriers to receiving and administering justice with fairness and equity, providing better health outcomes for 
vulnerable communities.

•	 HB 1718: Supports the well-being programs of certain health care professionals, making it easier for 
them to seek help so we can retain a skilled workforce and improve patient care.

UPCOMING PROJECT
Civic engagement is essential to a representative democracy. When 
participation is low, policies may not accurately reflect the needs of our 
communities. This interim, I plan to gather a group of civic engagement 
leaders from across our district and the state. The goal is to come away 
with a better understanding of low civic participation and to brainstorm 
ways we can encourage civic participation with policy change – including 
ways that are more reflective of our communities. By next January, I plan 
to have a formal proposal that incorporates our findings. 
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