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Friends and Neighbors,

Over the past two years, the Legislature has taken meaningful steps to build a more
equitable, affordable, and inclusive Washington. From protecting voting rights and
strengthening our democracy, to lowering costs for working families and investing in our
communities, this biennium has been about meeting the moment and responding to the
real challenges people are facing every day.

These past two sessions also came with difficult decisions. Rising costs, inflation, and
uncertainty at the federal level required us to make hard choices about how we invest
limited resources. Instead of making deep cuts that would hurt working families, we took a
balanced approach—protecting essential services like food, housing, and health care while
continuing to invest in education and community programs and services.

Throughout it all, my focus has remained on advancing policies that center affordability,
expand opportunity, and ensure that our state works for everyone—not just those with the
most means.

Serving as chair of the House State Government & Tribal Relations Committee these past
two years has enabled me to have a keen awareness of the ways our democracy is very
much under attack. So, my work has centered around protecting our elections, expanding
access to the ballot, and strengthening the systems that uphold our democracy. We can't
let our guard down when there is so much at stake.

Thank you for your continued interest in your state government.
It is an honor to serve you.
Sincerely,

oyt

My Bills Signed Into Law 2025-2026

* HB 1209 — Regulating sodium nitrite sales: Restricts access to high-concentration
sodium nitrite products to help prevent misuse and protect public health and safety,
especially youth.

e HB 1710 — Voting Rights Act preclearance (“Our Shield"): Prevents discriminatory
election changes before they take effect.

e HB 1903 — Expanding energy assistance: Establishes a statewide program to
provide ongoing support to help low-income households reduce utility costs.

e HB 1321 — Protecting Washington from unauthorized militias: Reinforces state
authority and protects public safety.

* SB 6137 (companion to HB 2205) — Regulating sports wagering: Strengthens
oversight and regulation of sports wagering to ensure integrity and accountability.
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A FAIRER TAX SYSTEM

Washington has one of the most regressive tax systems in the country, placing a greater burden on working families than on the
wealthiest households. Our neighbors with the lowest incomes, the bottom 20 percent of earners, pay nearly 14 percent of their
income in taxes, while the highest earners—the top 1 percent—pay just 4.1 percent. This is simply unfair. So this year we made
historic progress in right-sizing the tax code by passing the Millionaires’ Tax (SB 6346).

The tax goes into effect in 2028, and collections will begin in 2029. Revenues from this tax will support:

e Expanding the Working Families Tax Credit so 460,000 more
families become eligible.

e Exempting sales tax on diapers, hygiene products, and over-
the-counter medications.

e Providing universal school meals for all Washington
students.

AFFORDABILITY FOR WORKING FAMILIES

* Investing in Fair Start for Kids, child care, early
learning, and K-12 education.

e Easing the burden on small businesses with a B&O tax
break.

e And much more.

Across Washington, families are feeling the pressure of rising costs—from housing and health care to everyday essentials. Over the
past two years, we have taken steps to reduce financial burdens, expand access to critical services, and create more stability for

working families.

e (Creating a statewide program to help low-income
households manage rising utility costs by expanding
access to energy assistance so families don't have to choose
between keeping the lights on and paying for other necessities
(HB 1903).

e Protecting access to groceries and medications by
removing outdated restrictions that prevent grocery stores
and pharmacies from reopening in vacant buildings. This
helps reduce food deserts, increases competition, and ensures
families have better access to affordable essentials in their
communities (HB 2294).

e Making energy-efficient improvements more
affordable by allowing utilities to cover upfront costs and
letting customers repay them gradually through their utility bills
(HB 2296).

* Helping families stay healthy by ensuring that preventive
services like cancer screenings and vaccines remain available
without new out-of-pocket costs (HB 2242).

* Modernizing our property tax structure so more seniors,
veterans, and people with disabilities can stay in their homes
with dignity, stability, and financial security (SB 6162).

e Lowering barriers for community development
by giving local governments the option to waive upfront
utility connection fees, helping reduce costs and support
development that benefits local communities (HB 1302).

* Protecting families, low-income individuals and senior citizens
by combating corporate price gouging in the rental market
and creating stability in communities by capping rent
increases and providing more predictability to keep people
housed. (HB 1217)
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As chair of the House State Government & Tribal Relations Committee, | was proud to help lead a
comprehensive package of legislation to strengthen voting rights and protect election integrity. At a time
when voting rights are under attack across the country, we must keep in mind that Democracy can't
protect itself—that’s our job.

e HB 1710 — Establishing a voting rights e SB 5892 — Protecting sensitive voter data
“preclearance” process Safeguards personal information in voter
Creates a state-level process to prevent registration records.
discriminatory election changes before they take « SB 6035 — Expanding access to the ballot
effect. Improves voting access for Tribal communities,

e HB 1750 — Strengthening the Washington military and overseas voters, and people with
Voting Rights Act disabilities.

Improves how voting rights violations are

) : e SB 5077 — Expanding automatic voter
addressed and allows earlier resolution.

registration

e HB 1916 — Preventing mass voter Makes it easier for eligible voters to register by
challenges integrating more agencies and services into the
Updates challenge processes to prevent abuse process.

and protect eligible voters.

Together, these measures ensure every eligible voter can participate fully and fairly in our democracy.

SAFETY & MOBILITY STANDING UP TO INTIMIDATION

Transportation investments keep our region moving, We passed several bills to protect Washingtonians from the
connecting people to jobs, improving safety, and supporting a aggressive and violent actions of Immigration and Customs
more reliable and sustainable system for the future. Enforcement (ICE) agents, including:
¢ Reducing congestion and improving major corridors: e Prohibiting law enforcement officers — including ICE
$4.4 billion agents — from wearing face-concealing masks while
Projects like the SR 167/509 Puget Sound Gateway and I-5 interacting with the public (SB 5855).

corridor improvements will ease congestion and improve

. . e Preserving the integrity of Washington's law
regional connections.

enforcement by making it a crime for people who are

e Expanding transit and improving service: $44.0 not law enforcement officers to wear badges or other law
million enforcement insignia (HB 2165).
Funding supports Pierce Transit service expansion, Bus Rapid ,

Strengthening protections for immigrant workers

Transit improvements, and system upgrades to improve against retaliation and coercion (HB 2105).

reliability and access. )
e Allowing people to use shared leave for work absences

* Advancing clean transportation: $19.4 million if they are victims of hate crimes or affected by ICE actions
Investments in zero-emission buses and infrastructure help (HB 2411).

reduce pollution and modernize transit systems. L .
* Preventing immigrant enforcement from using

surveillance tools like automatic license plate readers,
ensuring community safety and trust (SB 6002).

e Improving safety and local mobility: $9.1 million
Projects include roundabouts and corridor improvements to
enhance safety.

e Upgrading transit facilities and rider experience: If you or someone you know needs

$4.8 million assistance, scan this QR code
Investments improve maintenance facilities, accessibility, and for resources that may be useful.

real-time rider information.
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BUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE

Capital budget investments bring resources directly into our
communities—supporting housing, public safety, health services, and
local infrastructure that improve our quality of life across the state.
Highlights of projects funded in our district this biennium include:

A\

Housing
e $5.0M Bridge Meadows Housing for Foster Youth/Seniors

e $2.05M Mercy Low-Income Housing & Community Hub

Healthcare
 $2.05M Pierce County Healthcare Workforce Investment

* $924K Tacoma-Pierce County Community Health Hub

Sustainable Communities
e $2.05M South Tacoma Fire Station Revitalization

* $1.29M Portland Ave Park Playground & Sprayground
e $773K Spanaway Lake Fishing Pier Revitalization

Support Services
¢ $2.05M Thrive Center Tacoma

* $1.03M Arivva Center for Arts & Technology



