
BILLS BY MEMBER
Sen. Chapman
I worked to ensure the language and funding in Senate Bill 6318, which 
establishes a cap on commercial shellfish fees, was included in the 
state operating budget. This bipartisan idea was designed to help 
address the steep increases in fees associated with shellfish 
production such as licenses and inspections. This will help 
keep small shellfish farms in business, and help support 
these critical jobs and also stewards of the land. There are 
no better managers of these estuaries than the shellfish 
farmers themselves.

Rep. Tharinger
• �Water system rates (House Bill 1906)

• �Timberland definition for Real Estate Excise Tax 
(House Bill 1983)

Rep. Bernbaum
• �Middle housing in unincorporated areas 
(House Bill 2269)

• �Pollution control appeals 
(House Bill 2426)

These bills were passed by 
both chambers and 
signed into law by the 
governor.

Dear neighbors,

During this short 60-day session, we worked together to respond to 
funding cuts and threats from the federal government as well as rising 
costs due to federal tariffs and the war in Iran.

The House and Senate considered a number of reforms to protect 
Washington against federal overreach and ICE while passing all three 
budgets—operating, transportation, and capital—to finish our work on 
time.

This newsletter is a short summary of major issues we tackled. If you 
have a specific question about a bill or a budget, please contact us!

Message from Rep. Steve Tharinger
It’s been an honor and a privilege to be your state representative for 
eight terms.

I’m stepping away from work in the House of Representatives. I know 
my seatmates in the 24th District, and my colleagues in both chambers, 
will continue the good work of building a better Washington, improving 
health care, and making sure every family has a chance to prosper.

Thank you for the chance to serve my community and all the good 
people of the 24th District.
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LD24

FEDERAL RESPONSE
What happened 
in Minnesota and 
elsewhere has led to 
fear, violence, and 
death. We will not allow 
Washington state to see 
the same violence and 
distrust that ruins lives. 
There must be a better 
way that holds ICE and 

other federal agents accountable and ensures that 
transparency is maintained.

Some of the new laws we passed:
• �Prohibits use of face coverings by law 
enforcement officers (Senate Bill 5855)

• �Regulating license plate reader or ‘Flock’ cameras 
to prevent use by immigration enforcement 
(Senate Bill 6002)

• �Ensures civil immigration enforcement cannot 
be carried out by untrained or volunteer law 
enforcement personnel (Senate Bill 5974)

• �Makes impersonating a peace officer a 
misdemeanor (House Bill 2165)



CAPITAL BUDGET
We passed a $889 million supplemental 
capital budget, with new construction 
projects across the state.

This is a team effort, with Rep. Tharinger 
the long-time chair of the House Capital 
Budget Committee and Sen. Chapman 
serving as deputy chair of the Senate 
Capital Budget team. Together, along with 
our Republican colleagues, we were able 
to address the most pressing construction 
needs in communities across Washington. 
The budget received unanimous support 
in the House and Senate.

Affordable housing: It builds upon 
the record-setting 2025-27 capital 
budget with an additional $200 million 
in housing and homelessness funding, 
including $123 million for the Housing 
Trust Fund.

School construction: $109 million in 
new funding for schools, with $71 million 
of that for building modernization and 
improvement for small school districts 
and tribal compact schools. There’s also 
$13.9 million for seismic safety upgrades.

Flood prevention and response: $41 
million for recovery and prevention 
in response to the Dec. 2025 floods, 
including money to cover the cost 
of clearing debris and investments 
in levees and floodplain work on the 
Nooksack, Green, and Samish Rivers. 
There’s also funding for a needs and 
risks assessment of 28 counties in the 
governor’s flooding executive order.

Climate Commitment Act: The budget 
funds clean energy and environmental 
protection, including $25 million for 
Washington Builds, a new revolving 
loan program with funding available 
to families and businesses for clean-
energy upgrades to their homes or 
buildings. There is also funding for clean 
energy projects for tribal governments, 
local governments, public colleges and 
universities, climate-smart agricultural 
equipment, and anaerobic digesters.

DISTRICT PROJECTS
Our district will see a lot of benefit, with more than 
$53 million worth of projects.

Here are some highlights of major projects:

Hoh Highlands Resiliency and Governance Center, 
Forks ($4.1M): The Hoh Tribe’s governmental and 
emergency operations are currently located within 
a tsunami and flood prone coastal zone, leaving the 
community vulnerable to a potential catastrophe. 

This investment will help build the Resiliency Center and Tribal Administration Building, 
relocating government operations to higher, safer grounds.

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Wellness Center, Port Angeles ($3.3M): This project is years 
in the making. The Tribe has made due with its existing facility but funding is needed for 
necessary maintenance and rehabilitation. The center’s septic system has failed multiple 
times in recent years and without new investment, critical behavioral health service 
delivery could be interrupted. Addressing this pressing need also prevents potential future 
environmental contamination should a catastrophic failure occur.

Dungeness Railroad Bridge Replacement, Sequim ($2.55M): This bridge is a beloved and 
iconic stretch of the Olympic Discovery Trail. More than 335,000 visitors cross it annually. 
The bridge is deteriorating, but safe, although a recent inspection showed we need to act 
quickly to keep the span open to the public. The wooden bridge will be replaced with a steel 
replica, which will keep the bridge safe and sturdy for generations.

Quinault Tribal Courthouse, Taholah ($2M): In October 2024, a fire destroyed the Quinault 
Tribal Courthouse and Jail. The Tribe has been operating out of insufficient, temporary spaces 
ever since, which has proven challenging. While tragic, this has also provided an opportunity 
for the Tribe to locate the courthouse in a site that is more resilient in the face of potential 
climate change – both from fires and also from floods, and better able to deliver a growing 
array of necessary justice services.

Every person in every community can think of a building or project that needs a little or 
in some cases, a lot of work. That’s why the capital budget is almost always a bipartisan 
success and why this plan received unanimous support every step of the way.

Other projects here in the 24th District include:

• �Point Whitney appraisal, Brinnon - $55K

• �Port of Port Angeles multi-user marine trades building, Port Angeles - $2.05M

• �Historic Preservation for Public Arts Facility, Fort Worden State Park- $1M

• �Blue Heron Middle School/OCEAN permanent SBHC construction, Port Townsend - $227K

• �North Beach PAWS, Hoquiam - $250K

• �Ocean City Drainage Improvement Project - $112K

• �Harbor Regional Health green facilities modernization, Aberdeen - $2.815M

• �A Home for Gatheringplace for IDD in a Rural Community, Port Townsend - $475K

• �North Beach Junior/Senior High School seismic safety, Ocean Shores - $5M

• �Hoquiam K-6 consolidation seismic safety - $8.9M

• �School construction: Chimacum ($6M) and North Beach ($6M)

• �Little Hoko River floodplain restoration - $1M

• �2025-27 Family Forest Fish Passage Program - $3,5M

• �Trust land transfer program Cape George- Jefferson County - $3.6M

• �Cassidy Road target shooting site, Forks - $110K

AFFORDABILITY
The federal tariffs are costing small business and families an estimated 
$2 billion. Tariffs are nothing more than a tax on businesses that are 
driving up prices for every Washington family. The war in Iran is also 
pushing up the price of fuel along with all goods transported to market.

There’s also a spike in health insurance after Congress passed H.R. 1, 
with 300,000 Washington residents already seeing increased costs or 
the loss of coverage all together.

We can’t undo those federal actions, but we did pass a number of 
reforms to boost affordability.

• �Establishing the pre-K Promise Account to fund 10,000 early learning 
slots in the next 10 years (Senate Bill 5872)

• �A major reform to boost supportive housing, transitional housing, and 
emergency shelters (House Bill 2266)

• �Preserving access to preventative health services without out-of-
pocket costs for patients (House Bill 2242)

• �Financial relief from high energy costs (House Bill 1903)

• �Expanding property tax relief to an additional 30,000 seniors, people 
living with a disability, and veterans on disability (SB 6162)

• �Cutting the cost of housing by allowing for scissor stairs, a proven 
concept with an international safety record. This idea will give 
architects and builders more tools to deliver affordable housing 
throughout the state. (House Bill 2228) 

• �Increasing the housing supply by eliminating a roadblock to 
condominium construction, a key source of housing for first-time 
homebuyers and downsizing seniors. Builders largely stopped 
because it costs 10 times as much for insurance versus a newly 
built single-family home. This legislation addresses that problem. 
(House Bill 2304)

TAX FAIRNESS
If you feel like the state’s tax system is unfair, you’re right. 
Working families and the middle class pay far more than 
their share while the wealthy few pay less and less. Only 
Florida’s tax structure favors the wealthy more than ours.

The working poor, the lowest 20 percent of families, pays 
13.8 percent of their total income in taxes. The top 1 
percent, with an average income of more than $878,000 
a year, pays 4.1 percent.

To restore fairness, and to reduce some of the burden on 
everyday people, we passed the Millionaires Tax.

The only people who’d pay this are those with an income 
of more than 1 million per year. An easy way to look at 
this is a tax on your second million dollars—your first 
million of income is tax-free.

Anything over one million in a year would be taxed at 9.9 
percent. Which is fair, because that’s about what we all 
pay in sales tax.

As part of this reform:

• �No child or family in public school will pay for breakfast 
or lunch.

• �We eliminate sales taxes on diapers, personal hygiene 
products, and over-the-counter medication. Because 
there is already no sales tax on food, that means almost 
everything in your family’s grocery cart will be tax free.

• �The Working Families Tax Credit expands to 460,000 
more households.

• �Five percent of the revenue collected will go toward 
child care programs.

• �The Business & Occupation tax credit means small 
business won’t pay any tax on their first $300,000 
in gross receipts, the number expands to $600,000 
starting in 2028, meaning 70 percent of all businesses 
will pay zero B & O tax.

AGRICULTURE &  
NATURAL RESOURCES
Washington’s natural resources have always made our 
state a wonderful place to live, work and play and we 
aim to keep it that way. As chair of the Agriculture & 
Natural Resources Committee, Sen. Chapman oversees 
the broad range of policies addressing Washington’s 
water, forest and soil resources, and works to ensure our 
agricultural economy remains robust and competitive.

Here are two bills that meet these goals, recently signed 
into law by Gov. Ferguson

• �No Washingtonian should go hungry. House Bill 2238, 
sponsored by Rep. Kristine Reeves, seeks to address 
food insecurity by directing the Washington State 
Department of Agriculture to develop a strategy to 
enhance statewide food security. The plan will identify 
ways to eliminate barriers to food production and 
supply chain coordination, establish communication 
networks for disaster relief, create a more robust 
hunger safety net, and better understand the root 
causes of hunger in Washington.

• �We must take action to protect Washington’s waterways 
and fragile marine ecosystems. House Bill 2199, 
sponsored by Rep. Adison Richards, enhances the 
ability of the Department of Natural Resources and 
local governments to remove derelict vessels, which 
can pollute marine environments. Now, derelict vessels 
can be removed even if the owner of the vessel is 
unknown or cannot be located, and vessels that are in 
violation of registration requirements can be removed.
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